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MISSION
OBJECTIVESTo promote the market expansion of 

Malaysian palm oil and its products 
by enhancing the image of palm oil 
and creating better acceptance of 
palm oil through awareness of various 
technological and economic advantages 
(techno-economic advantages) and 
environmental sustainability.
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MISSION
OBJECTIVES

To enhance trade opportunities in the market place by identifying and meeting 
the latest opportunities in the market.

To encourage product diversification by using Malaysian palm oil as the key 
ingredient, thus gaining a prominent role in new and reformulated products.

To improve understanding of palm oil, enhancing its application and 
elucidating its numerous strengths and benefits.

To uphold the good name of Malaysian palm oil by closing the gap between 
the issues of perception, allegations and the realities of palm oil.

To safeguard Malaysian palm oil as the most dominant vegetable oil in terms 
of market coverage, nutritional benefits, environmental sustainability and commercial 
success.
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POSITIVELY 
CONTRIBUTING 

TO GLOBAL 
OILS & FATS 

SUPPLY
MATTERS 

A LOT TO US.
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BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

Dato’ Lee Yeow Chor / Chairman 

Ravi Muthayah
Representing Ministry of Primary 
Industries (MPI)
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Tan Sri Datuk Dr Yusof Basiron
Representing Ministry of Primary 
Industries (MPI)

Dr Ahmad Kushairi Din 
Representing Ministry of Primary 
Industries (MPI)

Dato’ Carl Bek-Nielsen
Representing Malaysian Palm 
Oil Association (MPOA)

Datuk Franki Anthony Dass
Representing Malaysian Palm 
Oil Association (MPOA)

Paul Wong Hee Kwong
Representing Malaysian Palm 
Oil Association (MPOA)
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Dato’ Ab Ghani Mohd Ali
Representing Federal Land and
Development Authority (FELDA)

Low Kock Ching 
Representing Palm Oil Millers 
Association (POMA)  

Datuk Othman Walat
Representing Palm Oil Refiners 
Association Malaysia (PORAM) 

Dato’ Aliasak Haji Ambia 
Representing National Association of 
Smallholders (NASH)   

Dato’ Joseph Lim Heng Hee
Representing Malaysian Palm 
Oil Industry  
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Andy Lee Yiew Meng
Representing Malayan Edible Oil 
Manufacturers’ Association (MEOMA) 

Tan Sri Datuk Dr Yusof Basiron (Chairman) 

Ravi Muthayah

Low Kok Ching

Mohamad Nor Abdul Rahman

FINANCE AND 
GENERAL AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE
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STRUCTURE & 
MANAGEMENT 
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CHAIRMAN’S
STATEMENT

What matters
to you, 
matters the 
most to us.
DATO’ LEE YEOW CHOR
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During the last few years, global trade has been heading towards an 
unhealthy direction where protectionism and ‘prosper only myself’ national 
agendas are the order of the day. This is a dangerous trend that runs counter 
to the United Nation’s Fair Trade Charter and against Malaysia’s ‘prosper thy 
neighbour’ trade philosophy.

Year 2018 was a very challenging time for global oils and fats markets, and the 
Malaysian palm oil was not spared as well. Palm oil export volume and earnings 
recorded a decline compared to year 2017.  Total export revenue took a 12.49% tumble 
to RM65.4 billion from RM 74.7 billion recorded in 2017. This was due to the significant 
decrease in the prices of crude palm oil (CPO) and palm oil products, worldwide.  

CPO production was affected after the significantly high yield growth in 2017. The 
production was 2% lower at 19.52 million tonnes, compared to 19.92 million tonnes in 
2017.

Review of exports
For the fifth consecutive year, India continued to be the 
major importer of Malaysian palm oil, accounting for 
15.2% of total palm oil export of 15.25 million tonnes. 
This was a significant increase of 23.9 % in volume, 
from 2.03 million tonnes recorded in 2017 to 2.51 
million tonnes in 2018.  A major factor contributing 
to this was India’s lower intake of soybean oil. The 
suspension of Malaysia’s CPO export duty in Jan-Apr 
2018 and zero percent CPO export duties in Sep-Dec 
2018 triggered higher CPO import by India.

The suspension of Malaysia’s CPO export duty 
in Jan-Apr 2018 and zero percent CPO export 
duties in Sep-Dec 2018 triggered higher CPO 
import by India.
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The EU-28 maintained its spot as the second largest 
importer of Malaysian palm oil. In 2018, EU-28 
imports recorded a slightly lower intake by 4.0% 
to 1.91 million tonnes as compared to 1.99 million 
tonnes in 2017 due to the increase in import of 
soybean oil by the EU-28 countries. 

China was the third largest importer of Malaysian 
palm oil, despite registering a decline of 3.0%, in 
its palm oil import of 1.86 million tonnes, 
compared to 1.92 million tonnes recorded in 
2017. This was due to the significant increase in 
rapeseed imports. 

On the upside, Malaysian palm oil exports to 
Pakistan had seen an upward trend for the past 
years. From 1.02 million tonnes recorded in 2017, 
Pakistan had increased 14.2% of its imports to 
1.16 million tonnes in 2018. This positive trend 
was mainly due to Pakistan’s declining import of 
soybean for domestic crushing.

The imports of Malaysian palm oil by the 
Philippines decreased by 8.3% from 0.75 million 
tonnes previously to 0.63 million tonnes, resulting 
from higher domestic supply of coconut oil.  

The rest of the top ten markets – Turkey, USA, 
Iran, Vietnam and Japan – registered a decline in 
Malaysian palm oil imports. Together, these ten 
major markets accounted for a total of 10.6 million 
tonnes or 64% uptake of Malaysian palm oil in 
2018.
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The 9th Reach & Remind Friends of the Industry 
Seminar and Dialogue provided an avenue for a 
dialogue between the then Minister of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities and members of the 
industry.  Apart from being an opening event for 
the year, it was also a platform for the members of 
the industry to interact with the Minister.

MPOC’s signature event, the regional Palm Oil 
Trade Fair and Seminar (POTS) was held in 
Japan, South Korea and China.  2018 also saw 
the International POTS being organised in Kuala 
Lumpur. Since its inception in 2006, a total of 56 
POTS have been organised to assist and facilitate 
palm oil trade. 

The Palm Oil Trade Awareness Programme was 
organised prior to POTS KL where potential palm 
oil importers were able to enhance their knowledge 
on palm oil. Participants were from China, 
Turkey, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Latvia, 
Dominican Rep., Philippines, Switzerland, USA 
and Vietnam. 70 business-matching sessions were 
organized with palm oil suppliers and exporters to 
optimize their visit to Malaysia.

The biennial International Palm Oil Sustainability 
Conference highlighted the sustainability challenges 
and opportunities in the palm oil industry. It also 
showcased companies that have successfully 
achieved 100% MSPO certification, ahead of the 
deadline.

‘POINTERS on Price Trends’ webinar were 
organised in the first and third quarter of the year 
and garnered 3,896 participants.  The webinar 
featured papers by leading local and international 
industry members. 

Besides ensuring healthy exports and the continued 
acceptance of palm oil’s numerous superior product 
attributes, MPOC places equal importance on the 
protection of wildlife, biodiversity and thriving 
eco-systems. This involves engaging with relevant 
government departments, NGOs, plantation 
companies, academics, as well as small farmers 
and associations. As a result, several conservation 
projects were successfully implemented under the 
Malaysian Palm Oil Wildlife Conservation Fund. 
This is another testament to Malaysia’s unrelenting 
efforts to promote far-reaching sustainability. 

However in July, the European Commission 
proposed a highly controversial delegated 
regulation that defines which biofuel feedstocks as 
‘low risk’ for indirect land-use change (ILUC) and 
‘significant expansion of the production area into 
land with high carbon stock is observed’. Such 
low-risk feedstocks are allowed to stay on the EU 
market, while crops that are considered high ILUC 
risks will be phased out. 

The core of the problem lies in how the delegated 
regulation defines ‘high ILUC risks’ on the basis 
of the type of feedstock, regardless of the actual 
conditions that apply in the territory where it was 
grown. The proposal weighs the risk of crops that 
are sometimes cultivated in wetlands as three 
times higher. In addition, the EU’s calculations 
inaccurately determine that only palm oil is grown 
on such lands, leading to a threshold being set 
at a level where only palm oil – and no other 
comparable biofuel feedstock – is defined as a 
high-risk crop.

Market Outreach
2018 marked the year when the  Malaysian palm oil industry has crossed the centennial 
milestone. Besides the core programmes, other promotional activities were organised with 
special emphasis on education about the use and functionality of palm oil.
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Palm Oil Education 
Education remains the core focus of MPOC 
activities. In 2018, several outreach programmes 
were organised targeting primary, tertiary and 
culinary students, chefs, teachers and medical 
professionals locally and regionally. These 
programmes disseminated key messages about 
Malaysian palm oil and its attributes.

Collaboration with the Ministry of Education was 
established for the EDUPALM Healthy Life with 
Malaysian Palm Oil Cooking Competition.  This 
was the first-ever cooking competition opened 
for primary school students.  In order to create 
awareness about palm oil to children, MPOC 
developed a palm-based chocolate factory at 
KidZania Kuala Lumpur encouraging children as 
young as 4 years old, to learn about palm oil.  

Education programmes with culinary schools were 
extended to South Korea and the Philippines. 
Leveraging on the existing online contest platform, 
the contest was organised regionally to coincide 
with the programmes carried out within the regions, 
for a more targeted audience.  Modules on 
Malaysian palm oil was developed in collaboration 
with professionals for chefs and culinary students, 
where several local culinary colleges have 
indicated interest to adopt the programme.  

A series of Palm Oil Student Ambassador 
Programme were also organised to recruit palm 
oil ambassadors from the public and private 
institutions of higher learning to educate them on 
the Malaysian palm oil industry and the benefits 
of palm oil.  These students will then share the 
knowledge gained with their peers and others 
within their community.  

The infographics developed in conjunction with 
the 100th anniversary of the Malaysian palm 
oil industry was compiled in a booklet and used 
extensively as wall posters and at every opportunity 
to impart knowledge and information on Malaysian 
palm oil in an interesting and memorable way.  
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Acknowledgements 
2018 saw another major transformation for 
Malaysia with a new government in power. The 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
has been empowered with a new name, the 
Ministry of Primary Industries, with YB Teresa Kok 
as the new Minister of Primary Industries. The 
unprecedented speed and magnitude of change 
today demands a new strategy and courage to 
challenge convention and explore new directions 
by continuously striving for excellence, doing more 
with less, and being better than yesterday.

During the year, MPOC bid farewell to Board 
Members who have completed their term of office 
– YBhg Datuk Zurinah Pawanteh, representing 
the Ministry; Mr Chandramohan Dharmapalan 
Nair, representing MEOMA; Datuk Vasco Sabat 
Singkang, representing SALCRA and Dr Nuing 
Jeluing, representing the Malaysian palm oil 
industry.  I would like to record the Board’s 
appreciation for their contributions and unwavering 
support.  At the same time, it gives me great 
pleasure to welcome new Board Members, Mr Ravi 
Muthayah, representing the Ministry, Mr Andy 
Lee Yiew Meng, representing MEOMA and Dato’ 
Joseph Lim Heng Hee representing the Malaysian 
palm oil industry.

Four Board Meetings were held to deliberate 
MPOC activities and provide strategic directions. 
Prior to these meetings, the Finance and General 
Affairs Committee met to review MPOC’s 
expenditure, among other financial matters. 

I would like to extend my appreciation to the 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board, Malaysian Palm Oil 
Association, Palm Oil Refiners Association of 
Malaysia, Malayan Edible Oil Manufacturers’ 
Association, Malaysian Oleochemical 
Manufacturers Group, Federation of Palm Oil 
Millers Associations of Malaysia, diplomatic and 
trade missions abroad, as well as other agencies, 
for their invaluable support, assistance and 
unfailing guidance.

I wish to acknowledge the dedication and 
commitment exemplified by the management and 
staff of MPOC that have greatly benefited the 
Malaysian palm oil industry. Let us remember that 
from the early days, our palm oil players have been 
trailblazers. We have always had a mission that 
was bigger than ourselves. Our ability to navigate 
change and adapt to uncertainty has always been, 
and continues to be, a huge strength. Let’s write this 
new chapter and new future for the Malaysian palm 
oil industry, together.
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CEO’S
REPORT
What matters 
most to all 
stakeholders, 
especially 
vulnerable 
small farmers, 
is what matters 
the most to us.
DATUK DR KALYANA 
SUNDRAM
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The global economic uncertainties from the previous year had continued 
into 2018. The year in review was punctuated by escalating global trade 
disputes, especially between the US and China, and episodes of financial 
stress and volatility, amid an undercurrent of geo-political tensions. 

This had exposed the global oils and fats trade to a confluence of risks, including 
intensifying climate challenges, which could severely disrupt economic activity and 
inflict significant damage on longer-term development prospects. The situation was 
further exacerbated by the European Parliament’s vote proposing an earlier exclusion 
date for palm biofuels in their RED II mandates. The EU uses uncorroborated scientific 
evidence to support their baseless claims.

This protectionist policy is a politically motivated defensive measure that runs counter to 
the UN Charter that promotes fair globalization and build a peaceful, prosperous future 
for all, in which no one is left behind. The EU protectionist policy will hurt those with 
the thinnest margins of security – the vulnerable small farmers, not only in Malaysia but 
in all palm oil producing nations. It will result in steep reductions in income inequality 
and act as a severe impediment to social development for the very communities 
compromised by EU’s lopsided decisions.

As the global economic outlook darkens, the 
imperative of sustaining economic momentum will 
require the Malaysian palm oil industry to make the 
most out of growth opportunities, avoiding pitfalls 
and building buffers against possible future shocks. 
For the year in review, Malaysian palm oil was 
subjected to volatile global trade as well as weather 
uncertainties that impacted Malaysia’s production 
and exports. Nevertheless, we managed to curtail 
the impact to a minimum and this was achieved 
through the discipline, strong commitment and 
overall teamwork of all stakeholders. 

The overall Malaysian oil palm planted acreage was 
recorded at 5.85 million hectares in 2018, a 0.66% 
growth of 38,185 hectares compared to 5.81 
million hectares in 2017. As a result of the erratic 
weather patterns, crude palm oil (CPO) production 
fell by 402,970 tonnes (2.02%) compared to 2017. 

Although the first quarter saw higher production, dry 
and hot conditions from April to September resulted 
in lower CPO production for the year. Despite 
improving weather conditions in the fourth quarter, 
the higher production of Q4 could not compensate 
for the lower production in Q2 and Q3 of 2018. 
 
On a more positive note, production of crude palm 
kernel oil in 2018 was recorded at 2.3 million 
tonnes, an increase of 19,072 tonnes (0.83%) 
compared to 2.28 million tonnes in 2017.
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Despite lower CPO production in 2018, stock levels 
reached an all time high of 3.21 million tonnes in 
December 2018, largely due to the lower exports of 
Malaysian CPO in 2018. This situation was further 
exacerbated by the narrowing price price discount 
between palm oil and that of other competing oils 
such as soybean oil, sunflower oil and rapeseed oil 
in the global market. 

For palm kernel oil, year-end stock levels were 
recorded higher at 434,133 tonnes (up by 50.02%) 
against 289,375 tonnes a year earlier. Despite 
the lower palm oil and palm kernel oil exports, the 
overall exports of palm oil and its derived products 
was higher. 

The total export of all types of palm oil products 
was at 24.88 million tonnes (Table 2), an increase 
of 902,256 tonnes (3.76%). With the exception 
of palm oil and palm kernel oil, all other palm 
products registered an increase in export volume. 
Palm kernel cake exports increased by 85,487 
tonnes (3.87%), oleochemicals by 317,475 tonnes 
(11.44%), while finished products increased by 
208,866 tonnes (51.41%). Palm biodiesel exports 
increased by an impressive 280,176 tonnes 
(119.08%). The higher export was due to the 
favourable price and higher demand from China.
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During the review period of January to December 
2018, Malaysian palm oil exports was recorded 
at 16.49 million tonnes and valued at RM41.04 
billion. In terms of volume, this was 72,410 tonnes 
(0.44%) lower compared to 2017. In terms of 
value, it was RM 8.97 billion (17.93%) lower. 
This decline in the value of exports in 2018 was 
attributed to the low average prices of all global 
oils and fats that affected the export prices of palm 
oil as well. 

In terms of volume, India retained its position as 
the main destination of Malaysian palm oil with 
2.51 million tonnes, an increase of 485,711 
tonnes or 23.95%. This was due to the suspension 
of Malaysian export duty on CPO in the first 
quarter of this year that resulted in large volumes 
of CPO imported by the country. This was also 
the fifth consecutive year that saw India as the 
main destination for Malaysian palm oil. Despite 
the Indian government’s decision to review and 
increase import duties on palm oil three times 
from March to May 2018, CPO exports to India 
remained positive due to high demand from the 
local refiners. 

China was the second biggest destination for MPO 
with an import volume of 1.86 million tonnes, a 
decrease of 57,540 tonnes or 3.0% compared to 
last year. China palm oil stocks which depleted 
by end 2017 saw importers started procuring 
palm oil in the first half of the year. However, 
demand tapered off as there was adequate stocks 
subsequent to the large purchases made in the first 
half of 2018.

Pakistan was the third biggest destination for 
Malaysian palm oil with 1.16 million tonnes, an 
increase of 144,283 tonnes or 14.19%. Malaysian 
suppliers have been very competitive in offering 
attractive prices for palm olein during the first half 
of 2018 and that had resulted in gaining significant 
market share. (Table 3)
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In terms of exports by region, Asia Pacific and Sub-
Continent were the two major export destinations 
for Malaysia palm oil and in 2018, these regions 
imported a total volume of 4.72 million tonnes and 
4.35 million tonnes respectively. This accounted 
for 55.03% of total Malaysian exports. In terms of 
increase in Malaysian palm oil exports, the Sub-
Continent region was the only region that recorded 
an increase of 697,442 tonnes or 19.08%. This 
was due to increasing Malaysia palm oil imports by 
India, Pakistan and countries in the Central Asian 
region. 

However, all other regions showed a drop in 
Malaysian palm oil exports with the biggest 
drop seen in the Asia Pacific region that fell by 
462,711 tonnes or 8.93%. The main reason for this 
drop was lower imports by Vietnam, Philippines, 
Myanmar and Japan. Vietnam crushed a large 
quantity of soybeans for the feed industry that saw 
an oversupply of soybean oil in the country while in 
the Philippines, the increase in coconut production 
and higher yield resulted in higher domestic supply 
of coconut oil.
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The annual average local delivered CPO price 
decreased by RM544 (19.54%) from RM2,783 
per tonne in 2017 to RM2,239 per tonne in 2018. 
(Table 5). Lower exports and higher production of 
other competing oils have adversely affected the 
overall global oils and fats prices. The higher stock 
levels of CPO in Malaysia further dampened the 
price. 

The average export price of RBD palm oil and RBD 
palm olein also went down from US$670.50 to 
US$570.50 (14.91%) and from US$686.00 to 
US$576 (16.03%) per tonne respectively. 

RBD palm stearin and Palm Fatty Acid Distillates 
also recorded lower prices from US$659.11 
to US$550 (16.55%) and from US$637.50 to 
US$476 (25.33%) per tonne respectively.

In terms of export earnings derived from palm-
based products, the value of exports decreased 
by 12.49% from RM74.75 billion to RM65.41 
billion (Table 6), mainly due to lower prices 
of oils and fats, particularly in the second half 
of 2018. However, revenue from palm cake, 
finished products, biodiesel and other palm 
products increased by 19.21%, 49.04%, 84.36% 
and 39.54% respectively. 
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Global Scenario
The 2018 world production of oils and fats stood 
at 231.18 million tonnes, an increase of 8.78 
million tonnes from 2017 (Figure 2). Both palm oil 
and palm kernel oil combined accounted for 80.33 
million tonnes, which is 34.75% of total oils and 
fats production. Soybean oil output contributed 
56.35 million tonnes (24.37%) and rapeseed oil 
registered 25.64 million tonnes (11.09%).

From the total 88.32 million tonnes of oils and fats 
traded worldwide during the year, palm oil and 
palm kernel oil combined was at 53.54 million 
tonnes which accounted for 61.34% (Figure 3).

Malaysia retained its position as a major player in 
the oils and fats export market. Its palm oil exports 
of 16.49 million tonnes represented 32.82% of the 
global palm oil trade (Figure 4).  

PALM
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EU-28 

Moderate increase in the consumption of 
vegetable oils in the EU food sector is projected 
with sunflower oil being the most popular oil 
especially in retail and food services. However, 
the volume used had decreased over the last 
few years in favour of rapeseed oil that could 
command a premium price in several key markets. 
Nevertheless, total food use of sunflower oil 
is expected to grow, supported by domestic 
preference, especially for food preparation.

For oilseeds, no further growth is expected in the 
rapeseed crop area given the opportunities and 
limits of biofuel policy after 2020 and only limited 
growth in the feed demand. The EU production 
prospects of rapeseed crop have been forecasted 
to further deteriorate in 2019 to 18.73 million 
tonnes, lower than 19.58 million tonnes (2018) 
and 21.89 million tonnes (2017). 

Middle East

The Middle East region will remain as a net 
importer of oils and fats as their domestic 
production can cater to less than 40% of 
consumption. Countries such as Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Turkey and Iran will continue to spur 
demand from this region. 

The region is likely to consume about 13.3 
million tonnes of oils and fats of which 35% are 
produced locally. Most of the countries are heavily 
dependent on imports as most of the countries are 
not geographically viable for oilseed planting. The 
region mostly consumed palm oil (30%), sunflower 
oil (26%) and soybean oil (20%).  These three 
oils accounted for 76% of the total oils and fats 
consumption.

MPOC estimates imports of MPO to Turkey and 
Iran in 2019, the two biggest importers in this 
region, will exceed 1 million tonnes. This is 
on account of the favourable FTA with Turkey, 
preference for Malaysian palm oil in Saudi 
Arabia, and the removal of palm oil import quota 
in Iran.

Africa

For this region, the oils and fats production is 
insufficient to meet local demand as production 
is only about 51% of consumption. The region 
needs to import and is reflective in their oils and 
fats imports that increased from 5.52 million 
tonnes in 2017 to 6.25 million tonnes in 2018. 
Palm oil is the major contributor of that increase 
from 5.1 million tonnes to 6.1 million tonnes. This 
phenomenal growth of palm oil imports is due to 
the increasing population, economic growth and 
palm oil’s competitive price compared to other oils 
and fats.

MPOC estimates that total oils and fats imports for 
Sub-Saharan region in 2019 to be at 6.45 million 
tonnes, of which palm oil will account for 5.40 
million tonnes.

EU-28 

Total usage of palm oil in the food sector had 
shown a decreasing trend since 2009, as it is also 
used as biofuels. The negative association of palm 
oil in relation to health and sustainability aspects 
will further contribute to a reduction of palm oil 
intake for food usage. 

In view of this trend, MPOC estimates that in 
2019, total oils and fats import will increase 
slightly by 335,000 tonnes (2.77%) to 12.45 
million tonnes. Palm oil import is projected to be 
at 7.60 million tonnes and Malaysia’s share is 
estimated to be at 2.03 million tonnes. 
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Asia Pacific

The Asia Pacific region has always recorded a 
steady growth in Malaysian palm oil imports. 
From 2011 to 2018, the average annual growth is 
at 3%. This trend is expected to continue in 2019 
as the oils and fats consumption in this region 
is expected to increase due to the higher per 
capita consumption and population increase. The 
urban migration in countries like the Philippines, 
Myanmar and Vietnam will continue to push the 
demand for oils and fats to reach 3.5 million 
tonnes. Demand for palm oil from the region will 
likely come from Philippines, Vietnam, Korea and 
Japan, which are major importing countries of 
Malaysian palm oil in this region.
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Aspirations for 2019
With the numerous programmes lined up for 2019, 
MPOC continues to strive for better penetration, 
acceptance and uptake of Malaysian palm oil in 
the global oils and fats market. Its unwavering 
objective is not only to defend and protect current 
markets, it also strives to expand, create and 
capture opportunities and growth in new markets.

With the objective of increasing the acceptance 
and outreach of Malaysian palm oil, MPOC has 
identified emerging and potential markets in the 
ASEAN, Africa and Middle East as our focus 
areas. At the same time MPOC will reinforce its 
efforts in other existing markets such as in Europe, 
Americas, the Sub-Continent and South Asia 
regions. 

Outlook for 2019
Demand Scenario

China

The IMF forecast that the country’s GDP is likely 
to slow to 6.2 percent in 2019 from an expected 
6.5 percent this year due to the trade dispute 
with the United States that will affect its exports, 
particularly to the US. Local consumption will 
remain the main driver of China’s economy as 
weaker credit growth weighs on investment. The 
slowing global demand and higher U.S. tariffs 
on Chinese shipments will also take a toll on the 
country’s exports.

Availability of local oilseeds to meet crushing 
needs will decrease in 2019 by 3.3 million tonnes, 
prompted by weaker support for the planting 
of soybean due to falling soybean prices. This 
reduction in cultivated soybean acreage by 8.7% 
or 0.7 million hectares to 7.4 million hectares 
could result in China importing more oils and fats 
in 2019, up to 700,000 tonnes.

POTS 2019 earmarked for Saudi Arabia, India 
and Vietnam are testament to MPOC’s resolve to 
strengthen its market dominance in these three 
countries, while expanding the applications of 
palm oil in other sectors such as energy. 

Programmes such as TEMPO will continue to be an 
important tool to inform, educate and disseminate 
marketing and technical information on palm oil 
to our stakeholders and overseas’ clients. Other 
programmes planned for 2019 such as Market 
Forum, POINTERS, POMDR, CEO Forum and the 
Market Interaction Series in selected countries will 
continue to positively impact the industry.
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India

Based on the latest OECD report, India’s economy 
will grow by 7.5% in 2019, despite higher 
oil prices and rupee depreciation. Population 
growth will continue to drive India’s oils and fats 
consumption. There is an expected increase of 
Indian vegetable oil requirements due to declining 
domestic oilseed production; India’s rapeseed crop 
plantings decreased from last year due to below-
normal rainfall.

Rabi crops will be affected by the dry spell 
that had continued into 2019 from December 
2018. Thus, the season plantings of groundnuts, 
sunflower and linseed will decline. Consumption 
is forecasted to increase, leading to higher import 
requirements. Another interesting development is 
the announcement by the GOI to reduce import 
duty on palm oil with effect from 1 January 2019. 

Under the latest revision, the duty of crude palm oil 
is reduced to 44% or by 4.4% from 48.4%. This 
will lead to an increased import of oils and fats 
particularly sunflower oil and palm oil but there 
could be a decline in soybean oil import due to 
the price premium over other soft oils. 

For RBD palm olein, the previous duty is at 59.4%, 
but with the new revision, the duty of RBD palm 
olein of Malaysian origin is at 49.5%, reduced by 
9.9%, while for Indonesian origin, the new duty 
is at 55%, reduced by 4.4%. The duty reduction 
has reduced the effective duty difference between 
crude palm oil and RBD palm olein to just 5% from 
10%.

Based on this situation, India is expected to 
increase its import by 500,000 million tonnes 
to 15.15 million tonnes, of which palm oil will 
account for about 10 million tonnes.
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Palm Oil

Malaysia : 
Malaysian palm oil production in 2018 was 
19.52 million tonnes and is forecast to increase 
to 20.5 million tonnes in 2019, due to better 
weather conditions and newly maturing areas that 
will be ready for harvesting. However, there is a 
possibility that production could be curtailed by a 
possible El Nino phenomenon.

Domestic consumption of palm oil in Malaysia 
is forecast to increase from 3.4 million tonnes 
in 2018 to 4.1 million tonnes in 2019. This will 
be driven by higher palm oil use as biodiesel 
feedstock to meet the higher blending mandates 
implemented this year.

As for palm oil exports, it is forecast to exceed 17 
million tonnes by the end of 2019. India, China, 
EU, Philippines, Pakistan and Africa are expected 
to be among the largest destinations for Malaysian 
palm oil exports, while Middle East, Central Asia 
and USA will also be the focus areas as potential 
major destinations.

Indonesia :
Indonesian production is forecast to reach a record 
high of 45 million tonnes in 2019 (41.2 million 
tonnes in 2018). Growth in mature tree area and 
high yields (supported by a favorable start to the 
rainy season) are primary factors in the expected 
production gains. Indonesia is not only the biggest 
producer of palm oil, it also has the largest 
domestic market that will reach 14 million tonnes 
(11.9 million tonnes in 2018) driven mainly by 
higher biodiesel blending mandates. In 2018, 5.3 
million tonnes of palm oil were used as feedstock 
for biodiesel. In 2019, palm oil used as feedstock 
is forecast to reach 7 million tonnes.
As for exports, the country is forecast to export 
close to 30 million tonnes of palm oil, with 
India, China, EU, USA and Africa as the main 
destinations.

SoybeanOil

Soybeans : 
The total global soybean production for 2019 is 
forecast at 357 million tonnes compared to 342 
million tonnes in 2017, an increase of 15 million 
tonnes. This is due to the favourable weather 
especially in Brazil and Argentina. The adverse 
weather conditions in 2018 had hampered 
production and yields. The three main soybean 
producing countries, USA, Brazil and Argentina 
(known as G3 soybean producers) are expected to 
produce 296 million tonnes or 83% of the global 
production.

USA : 
Soybean production in the USA was at 120 
million tonnes in 2018 and is forecast to reach as 
high as 128 million tonnes in 2019 due to better 
weather conditions and yields. Based on USDA 
latest report, in 2019, soybean planted area in 
U.S. is likely to reach close to 90 million acres 
while production of soybeans is forecast at 4.54 
billion bushels with a yield of 51.6 bushels per 
acre. Soybean oil production for USA is forecast at 
11.12 million tonnes.

Brazil :
Brazil’s soybean production in 2018 was 120 
million tonnes. For the year 2019, Brazilian 
soybean crop is turning out to be much better 
than what was originally anticipated back in 
September as weather improves. Brazil’s harvest 
area for soybeans is expected to be 38 million 
hectares, from which a crop of 120 million metric 
tons would be produced. Brazil soybean export 
is forecast at 69.7 million tonnes based on larger 
shipments and the strong demand from China. 
Soybean oil production is forecast at 8.84 million 
tonnes.

Argentina :
In 2019, Argentina’s soybean production is 
forecast at 52.5 million tonnes, which is a 
significant increase of 17 million tonnes from 
2018. This is due to the recovery in weather 
conditions from the unfavourable hot weather 
that had hampered plantings and harvesting in 
2018. It is forecast that Argentina’s soybean oil 
production will be at 7.9 million tonnes in 2019.
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Outlook for 2019

For the year 2019, the global oils and fats 
production is projected to expand by 2.11% to 
236 million tonnes, compared to 231 million 
tonnes in 2018. Demand is expected to grow on 
account of growing population and higher per 
capita consumption of oils and fats. The recovery 
in palm oil production is expected to continue into 
2019, which will likely see record production from 
both Malaysia and Indonesia.

With more than 30% of the world’s oils and fats 
requirements met by palm oil, the output is set to 
reach close to 75 million tonnes in 2019, up by 
over 2 million tonnes against 72.6 million tonnes 
in 2018. Malaysia’s CPO production, which fell 
by 400,000 tonnes in 2018, is projected to see a 
strong recovery and production will likely exceed 
20 million tonnes in 2019. 

Thus, world oil palm production is projected to 
record new highs, reaching as high as 75 million 
tonnes, led by Indonesia and Malaysia as the 
major suppliers and supported by other supplier 
countries like Thailand, Columbia, Honduras and 
several African nations in 2019.

Soybean production is projected to reach an 
all-time high in the 3 main producing countries - 
USA, Brazil and Argentina. Output from USA is 
projected to reach 125 million tonnes, while Brazil 
and Argentina could both potentially produce 
a total of 178 million tonnes as the favourable 
weather, sufficient rainfall and higher crop yield 
help improve production.

Stock levels overall in 2019 is forecast to decrease 
slightly as higher consumption marginally exceeds 
production. Thus, stock usage ratio will be lower 
compared to 2018.

Among all the oils and fats, palm oil will again 
see more challenges in 2019, particularly with 
the introduction of the Delegated Regulation 
Supplementing Directive 2018/2001 of the 
European Union Renewable Energy Directive 
(Delegated Act) that classifies palm oil as 
unsustainable. This is a political and economic 
protectionism move rather than science-based 
decisions. The intention of this proposed Delegated 
Act is to restrict and effectively ban altogether 
palm oil biofuel in the EU through the use of a 
scientifically flawed concept of Indirect Land Use 
Change (ILUC).
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Global Economic Outlook
According to World Bank Global Economic 
Prospects, global growth is projected to moderate 
from 2% in 2018 to 2.9% in 2020-21, as a 
combination of monetary policy accommodation 
in advanced economies is removed that will 
likely slow down global trade. Growth in the 
United States will continue to be supported by 
fiscal stimulus in the near term which will likely 
lead to larger and more persistent fiscal deficits. 
Advanced economic growth will gradually 
decelerate toward potential, falling to 1.5% by the 
end of the forecast horizon, as monetary policy 
is normalized and capacity constraints become 
increasingly binding.

As industrial activity and trade decelerate, this 
will likely negatively impact investor sentiment and 
equity prices. As a result, the recovery in Emerging 
Markets and Developing Economies (EMDEs) will 
stall, owing to softening external demand, tighter 
external financing conditions, and heightened 
policy uncertainties. Many EMDE central banks 
have raised interest rates to fend off currency 
pressures. Per capita growth will remain anaemic 
in several EMDE regions – most notably in those 
with a large number of commodity exporters.

Escalating trade tensions are another major 
downside risk to the global outlook. If all tariffs 
currently under consideration were implemented, 
they would affect about 5% of global trade flows 
and could dampen growth in the economies 
involved, leading to negative global spillovers. 
While some countries could benefit from 
trade diversion in the short run, rising trade 
protectionism would stifle investment and severely 
disrupt global value chains, contributing to higher 
prices and lower productivity.

Growth in advanced economies is projected to 
slow from an estimated 2.3% in 2018 to 2% 
in 2019 and 1.7% in 2020. For the emerging 
market and developing economy group, growth is 
expected to decrease to 4.5% in 2019 (from 4.6% 
in 2018), before improving to 4.9% in 2020.
A summary of the regional economic growth 
forecast is as follows :

•	Growth	in	emerging	and	developing	Asia		 	
 will dip from 6.5% in 2018 to 6.3% in 2019  
 and 6.4% in 2020. China’s economy will slow  
 due to the combined influence of needed 
 financial regulatory tightening and trade   
 tensions with the United States. India’s   
 economy is poised to pick up in 2019,
 benefiting from lower oil prices, as inflation   
 pressures ease.

•	Growth	in	emerging	and	developing	Europe	in		
 2019 is expected to weaken more than   
 previously anticipated to 0.7% (from 3.8%   
 in 2018) despite generally buoyant growth in  
 Central and Eastern Europe, before recovering  
 to 2.4% in 2020.

•	 In	Latin	America,	growth	is	projected	to	recover		
 over the next two years, from 1.1% in 2018 to  
 2.0% in 2019 and 2.5% in 2020.

•	Growth	in	the	Middle	East,	North	Africa,
 Afghanistan and Pakistan regions is expected to  
 remain subdued at 2.4% in 2019 before   
 recovering to about 3% in 2020.

•	 In	Sub-Saharan	Africa,	growth	is	expected	to		
 pick up from 2.9% in 2018 to 3.5% in 2019,  
 and 3.6% in 2020. The headline numbers for  
 the region mask significant variation in  
   performance, with over one-third of Sub-Saharan  
 economies expected to grow above 5% in   
 2019-20.

•	 Activity	in	the	Commonwealth	of	Independent		
 States is projected to expand by about 2.25% in  
 2019-20, slightly lower than earlier projected in  
 October 2018 due to the drag on Russia’s  
 growth prospects from the weaker near-term oil  
 price outlook.

32
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ENRICHING
THE LIVES OF OVER

650,000 SMALL
FARMERS AND
3.2 MILLION

PEOPLE IN THE
PALM OIL
INDUSTRY
 DEFINITELY 
MATTERS 
GREATLY 
TO US.
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ASIA PACIFIC
For FY2018, total oils and fats imported into the Asia Pacific 
region increased by 1,318,211 tonnes, from 14,642,708 tonnes to 
15,960,919 tonnes. Palm oil, rapeseed oil and soybean oil were the 
dominant commodities traded in the region accounting for 69.2%, 
9.9% and 4.4% of total oils and fats imported respectively.
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Import of palm oil into this region in 2018 increased 
from 10,506,328 tonnes to 11,042,669 tonnes, an 
increase of 535,341 tonnes or 5.09% higher than the 
previous year. The higher production of palm oil in 
Indonesia and Malaysia, coupled with higher demand 
from emerging economies like the Philippines and 
Vietnam have helped push palm oil exports into the Asia 
Pacific region.

For 2018, Malaysian palm imports into the Asia Pacific 
region totalled 42.74%, a drop of 7% compared to the 
previous year. This decline is attributed to aggressive 
marketing by Indonesian suppliers, impacted by higher 
Indonesian stocks and increased production of palm oil. 

China continues to be the main destination of Malaysian 
palm oil exports in the Asia Pacific region. In 2018, 
China imported a total of 1,863,240 tonnes of palm oil 
from Malaysia, which is 58,324 tonnes lower compared 
to the exports of 1,921,564 tonnes in the corresponding 
period of 2017.  

Malaysia’s palm oil exports to China fell marginally 
despite China importing more palm oil from 231,100 
tonnes in 2017 to 5,427,500 tonnes in 2018. 
Conversely, Indonesia’s palm oil exports to China 
increased by 313,500 tonens or 9.5% to 3,616,800 
tonnes for the same period under review.
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A strong rebound of Malaysian palm oil 
exports to China in the coming months is 
highly probable due to attractive low prices. 
If the US-China trade disagreement continues 
to affect the imports of soybean into this 
region, this will further accelerate the growth 
prospects of higher palm oil exports into 
China.

RBD palm olein, palm stearin and palm oil are the three 
major fractions imported into this region, accounting for 
80% of total Malaysian palm oil exports or 3,778,483 
tonnes. The overall share of Malaysian palm oil exports 
in 2018 showed a slight decrease of 8.95% or 463,659 
tonnes compared to 2017.  RBD palm olein dropped 
by 8.94% from 3,107,755 tonnes to 2,829,777 tonnes 
compared to 2017, due to the narrowing price gap 
between RBD palm olein and soybean oil.  The average 
price gap between both oils dropped from USD108.62 
in 2017 to USD 65.83 in 2018.  (Refer to Table 5). 
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Jan 18 – 20
International Conference on Food and Agriculture 
Technologies, Jeju, South Korea

MPOC participated in the International Conference 
on Food and Agriculture Technologies (ICFAT 2018), 
held at Regent Marine Hotel, Jeju, South Korea. ICFAT 
2018 is a platform for researchers, practitioners, 
and professionals from the industry, academia 
and government to discourse on research and 
development, and professional practice in food and 
agriculture technologies.  ICFAT is also the Annual 
Meeting of the Journal of Advanced Agricultural 
Technologies (JOAAT)’s Editorial Board. MPOC’s 
participation was through an oral presentation by 
SED Executive (Nutrition), Sarafhana Dolah on 
“Physicochemical properties and thermal behavior 
of binary blends of Madhuca longifolia seed fat and 
palm oil as a lard substitute”.  

Feb 6 & 8
Malaysian Palm Oil in Professional Kitchen,  
Manila & Cebu, Philippines

Malaysian Palm Oil International Chef Conference 
(MPOICC) was organized in collaboration with Chief 
Corporate Executive Chef of The Philippine Airlines. 
The events were held at University of Santo Tomas, 
Manila and Hotel Elizabeth, Cebu. Attended by 260 
participants in Manila and over 80 participants in Cebu, 
comprising chefs, culinarians, cooks, restaurateurs and 
food manufacturers. The objective was to highlight 
the quality and adaptability of Malaysian palm oil in 
professional kitchen, including various cooking methods, 
its health and nutritional benefits, and marketing 
potential. The Malaysian culinary advisor, Chef Kasdi 
Dahari, was on hand to explain to the audience. They 
were also treated to live demonstrations by the Filipino 
chefs.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

ASIA PACIFIC
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July 9
Malaysian – Japan Palm Oil Trade Dialogue and 
Seminar (POTDS), Tokyo, Japan

The Malaysian – Japan Palm Oil Trade Dialogue and 
Seminar was officiated by the Chairman of MPOC, 
Dato’ Lee Yeow Chor at Imperial Hotel, Tokyo. With 
the theme of “Forging Smart Partnership through 
Sustainable Malaysian Palm Oil”, POTDS offered 
opportunities to the oils and fats fraternity of Japan 
to network, collaborate and exchange information 
on the latest developments of the Malaysian palm oil 
industry. 3 papers on palm oil currents issues and 
development, palm oil in non-food and energy market 
and also the outlook of global supply and demand of 
oils and fats were presented during the event.

July 26
Malaysian Palm Oil Culinary and Foodservice 
Conference 2018, Davao City, Philippines

The Malaysian Palm Oil Culinary and Foodservice 
Conference was jointly organised by MPOC and 
Philippine Airlines at Tropical Hotel, Davao City. 
The event aimed to cultivate awareness among 
professional culinarians, food manufacturers, 
restaurateurs and academe on the benefits and 
positive impacts of palm oil in health and nutrition, 
environmental sustainability, as well as in the overall 
food industry supply chain. The event was attended 
by 70 participants and 3 papers were presented by 
the MPOC, Culinary Advisor Chef and lecturer from 
University of the Immaculate Conception.

July 11
Malaysia – Korea Palm Oil Trade Fair and Seminar 
2018 (POTS), Seoul, South Korea

Malaysia – Korea Palm Oil Trade Fair and Seminar 
was held at Lotte Hotel, Seoul Korea, and officiated 
by the Chairman of MPOC, Dato’ Lee Yeow Chor. 
The event was jointly organised by MPOC and MPOB 
and supported by The Korean Society of Food Science 
and Technology (KoSFoST). The theme of “Enhancing 
Future Trade Through Smart Partnership” was chosen 
to enhance the interaction and networking between 
Malaysian and Korean palm oil industry members. 
A total of 9 papers on topics ranging from palm oil 
nutritional attributes to price outlook were presented 
by prominent speakers. Renowned local Korean 
speakers were among the presenters, representing 
bio energy authority, cosmetic companies and 
distinguished universities in South Korea.
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Oct 9 - 12
EcoBalance 2018, Tokyo, Japan

MPOC participated in the 13th Biennial International 
Conference on EcoBalance 2018 in Tokyo, Japan, 
organised by the Japanese Institute of Life Cycle 
Assessment. Themed ‘Nexus of ideas: Innovation by 
linking though life cycle thinking’, the conference 
acted as a platform to connect various ideas, topics 
and elements shared by the international scientific 
community in the pursuit of sustainable development. 
It was attended by around 300 local and international 
participants. 

MPOC, through SED Assistant Manager, Michael 
Ng, did a presentation on ‘Malaysian Palm Oil: 
Sustainability Opportunities, Challenges and the 
Role of Life Cycle Management’. Here, participants 
were updated on the latest sustainability initiatives 
in the Malaysian palm oil industry, with a special 
focus on the Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO) 
certification scheme and the use of Life Cycle 
Assessment (LCA) in determining palm oil’s carbon 
footprint. 

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

ASIA PACIFIC
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Apr 21
2018 Edible Oil Nutrition and Health Seminar, 
Shanghai, China

This seminar was organised by MPOC and Xiamen 
Dietitian Association, and co-organised by Shanghai 
Nutritionist Academy, Zhengzhou Nutrition Association, 
Dietitian Association of Jilin Province, Heilongjiang 
Dietitian Association, Wuxi Dietitian Association and Pan-
Asia Chronic Disease Medical Development Center.

Wang Leijun, President of Xiamen Dietitian Association, 
welcomed the 50 active public nutritionists to the seminar. 
Datuk Dr Kalyana Sundram, the CEO of MPOC, gave an 
opening speech and shared his extensive knowledge on 
health attributes of palm oil. Other speakers also shared 
their expertise on the nutritional & functional superiority of 
palm oil. Datuk Dr Kalyana Sundram appointed 8 public 
nutritionists as Malaysian Palm Oil Council’s Nutrition 
Expert Consultants, while 33 of the public nutritionists 
were appointed as Ambassadors of Malaysian Palm Oil 
Council in China.

Mac 22 - 24
Food Ingredients China, Shanghai, China 

About 1,408 domestic and overseas exhibitors 
showcased products and services in five exhibition 
halls, attracting 49,715 professional visitors from 66 
countries & regions. MOI (Shanghai) International 
Food Corporation, Integrated Fortune Sdn Bhd., Tianjin 
Worldlang International Trading Company and Premium 
Vegetable Oils Sdn Bhd from Malaysia joined MPOC 
to promote palm products, and had received many 
promising enquiries and positive feedback. Technical and 
academic seminars, forums and conferences were held 
concurrently over the three days.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

ASIA PACIFIC
CHINA
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May 9 - 12
Bakery China Exhibition, Shanghai, China

The annual gathering for the bakery industry in 
China attracted 2,149 exhibitors from 27 countries 
& regions. There were 238,263 professional visitors 
from 115 countries & regions. MOI (Shanghai) 
International Food Corporation, Tianjin Worldlang 
International Trading Company and Lecker Food 
Sdn Bhd from Malaysia joined MPOC to renew 
relationships with regular clients and sought new 
potential partnerships. Four international competitions, 
held over 4 days, attracted thousands of bakery 
professionals and enthusiasts globally.

June 20 -22
11th Annual Meeting of China Oleochemical Industry 
Seminar, Shandong, China

This industry seminar was organized by China 
Cleaning Industry Association (CCIA) Oleochemical 
Sub-Committee and supported by Malaysian Palm Oil 
Council (MPOC) and Qingdao Baojia Automation 
Equipment Company. 13 presentations were given 
on the overall development, technical progress 
and innovations of the oleochemical industry.  The 
five panelists held some serious discussions on 
the market trend and price outlook. The 150 local 
and international professionals in upstream and 
downstream activities gave a thumb’s up on this 
seminar.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

ASIA PACIFIC
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Oct 23
Malaysia - China Palm Oil Trade Fair & Seminar 
(POTS), Nanjing, China

Officiated by the Minister of Primary Industries, YB 
Teresa Kok, the 7th China POTS was jointly organised 
by MPOC and MPOB, and co-organised by Shanghai 
Pansun Company.

11 papers were presented by experts from Germany, 
China, Singapore and Malaysia. 325 Chinese and 
Malaysian participants from oils & fats trading, 
processing companies and other related industries 
attended. 11 Chinese and Malaysian companies 
promoted their products and services at this year’s 
China POTS

Aug 21 - 25
Ministerial Mission to China, 
Beijing & Guangzhou, China

Following the Official Visit of The Hon. Prime Minister 
of Malaysia to China on August 17-21, the Minister of 
Primary Industries, The Hon. Teresa Kok Suh Sim led 
an official delegation to Beijing and Guangzhou. She 
was accompanied by Secretary-General of MPI, Datuk 
Zurinah Pawanteh, Chairman of MPOB, Tan Sri Dato’ 
Seri Mohd Bakke Salleh, Chairman of MPOC, Dato’ 
Lee Yeow Chor, Director General of MPOB, Datuk Dr 
Ahmad Kushairi Din, and the Chairmans and CEOs of 
MRB & MREPC.

The objective of the mission was to promote the higher 
intake of palm oil and rubber products in China and 
to further strengthen bilateral relationships between 
the relevant ministries. The delegation also made a 
courtesy call on the Minister of General Administration 
of Customs, China. The Hon. Minister visited Chinese 
palm oil end users, traders & importers, and held 
fruitful discussions to overcome any issues related to 
the slowdown in intake of Malaysian palm oil.

CHINA
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For 2018, the overall imports of oils and fats into India, Pakistan and Bangladesh decreased 
marginally by 1.31% or 272,672 tonnes. Total imports into Bangladesh increased by 9.97% 
or 263,546 tonnes, due to the increase in crude palm oil imports by 124,401 tonnes. Total 
imports into Pakistan also increased by 0.69% or 21,592 tonnes due to the increase of palm 
oil imports by 138,256 tonnes. However, in India, oils and fats imports decreased by 3.7%, 
a decline of 557,810 tonnes, due to lower palm oil and soybean oil imports. (Refer to Table 
1)
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Exports of Malaysian palm oil into the Sub-Continent 
region, from January to December 2018, went up 
by 19.08%. Most of the countries, except for Bhutan, 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan recorded an increase in 
the import of Malaysian palm oil. Export duty exemption 
initiated by Malaysia in the beginning of 2018 to 
ease stock levels was one of the factors that pushed 
up exports of Malaysian palm oil into India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

Malaysian palm oil imported into India recorded a 
total volume of 2.51 million in the period of January 
to December 2018, increasing by 485,711 tonnes or 
23.95%. The duties revised by the Government of India 
in June 2018 narrowed the price between palm oil 
and soft oils like soybean oil and sunflower oil. As of 
December 2018, the CPO price in India was cheaper 
by US$197 per tonnes compared to the price of crude 
soybean oil. Palm oil prices are expected to lower 
further in 2019, with another new revision effective 1st 
January 2019.

While Indonesian palm oil is still dominating the market, 
it is observed that Malaysian palm oil exports to India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh have improved compared 
to 2017. For 2018, the import ratio of palm oil from 
Malaysia and Indonesia stood at about 28:72 in India, 
35:65 in Pakistan and 19:81 in Bangladesh (Refer to 
Table 3)

Overall Malaysian palm oil and palm products imported 
into the Sub-Continent region increased by 19.08%. 
Imports of CPO increased by 33.58% due to higher 
imports by India that had increased by 487,665 
tonnes and also from Sri Lanka that had increased by 
8,451 tonnes. The import of CPL also increased by 
78.66% due to higher imports from Bangladesh and 
Sri Lanka, an increase of 101,118 tonnes and 19,027 
tonnes respectively. PFAD imports recorded the highest 
increment in terms of percentage, by 893.16%, due to 
increasing imports by India at a volume of 109,272 
tonnes compared to only 7,565 tonnes in 2017.

There is a decrease in the import of RBD PL (by 10.08%), 
RBD PO (by 35.55%) and HPO (by 61.51%). Import 
of RBD PL decreased due to lower imports by India that 
decreased by 199,074 tonnes and also by Bangladesh, 
down by 77,447 tonnes. Lower imports of RBD PO was 
due to decreasing import by India, lower by 26,512 
tonnes. Imports of HPO decreased due to lower imports 
by Uzbekistan while imports of RBD PS decreased due to 
lower imports by India.
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INDIA

Jan - Dec
Social Media Engagement 

MPOC India is cognizant that social media in all 
forms is gaining great importance as an influencing 
factor, especially amongst the younger generation 
and corporate publicity teams. Not only had MPOC 
India increase its presence on social media platforms 
but participants in various MPOC initiated activities 
also made use of channels such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Pinterest to spread the message about 
the activities, garnering tremendous buzz, inquisitive 
comments and great interest. The number of likes on 
Facebook during the period went up to 167,200. 
At the same time, traditional media such as Print, 
Audio and TV have not been overlooked as they have 
an audience of their own. Each type of media has 
been used based on its suitability for that particular 
occasion, for maximum effectiveness.

Jan 2 & 10
The Great Food Hunt, Ahmedabad & Indore, India

MPOC collaborated with Food and Lifestyle 
Bloggers, an online group comprising 1,000 social 
media gastronomes, for a Great Food Hunt online. 
Great Food criteria is healthy food, great taste and 
economical, and must be prepared with palm oil. 
The event focused on well-known restaurants in 
Ahmedabad and Indore, with foodies unravelling 
clues to the next epicurean hotspot, for 4 hours. 
Each team has 3-4 bloggers, and must fulfil these 
activities : blind tasting, food preparation using 
palm oil, uploading their pictures, writing their 
experiences and stories, then tagging their friends 
and families on social media.

The event generated great excitement and engaged 
many people and restaurants, increasing Malaysian 
palm oil’s awareness drastically, at very basic cost. 
The number of hits on social media peaked during 
this activity.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

SUB-CONTINENT
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Feb 9 - 11
62nd Annual National Conference of Indian Public Health 
Association, Lucknow, India

Held at King George’s Medical University, Lucknow, the 
conference theme ‘Innovations in Health Care – Reaching 
the Unreached’ was inaugurated by Smt. Anupriya 
Patel, Union Minister of State, Health & Family Welfare. 
More than 1000 professionals and specialists from 
Epidemiology, Health Management, Health Promotion and 
Family Medicine attended, all dedicated to promoting and 
developing public health and policies. This conference 
is held every year in different parts of India and updates 
the 7,000 Life Members of the Association on important 
health and nutrition issues and innovations. 

Jan 22
Palm Oil Workshop on Nutritional Aspects & 
Applications, Mumbai, India

This educational workshop on ‘Palm Oil - Nutritional 
Aspects & Applications’ was jointly organised with 
The Oil Technologists’ Association of India - West 
Zone and Sir Vithaldas Thackersey College of Home 
Science, SNDT Women’s University, Juhu, Mumbai. 
It was attended by over 300 Students and faculty of 
the institute.

Mac 23
Malaysian Palm Oil Educational Module, Kolkata, India

This educational module on palm oil was introduced for 
the first time in India. It was held at Gurunanak College 
of Hotel Management & Catering, a prime and largest 
hotel management institute in Kolkata. It is also affiliated 
to National Council for Hotel Management and Catering 
Technology, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India. 

The module comprised lectures, live demonstrations on 
usage of palm oil and workshop. Over 800 students 
attended the sessions. They were given credit points for 
attendance and certificates were given out.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

SUB-CONTINENT
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INDIA

Aug 8 – 12
Continued Medical Education in Collaboration with 
The Indian Medical College, Neemuch, Mandsaur, 
Ujjain & Indore, India

MPOC India always associates MPOC with very 
important and highly professional bodies like the 
Indian Medical Associations (IMA) to emphasize 
the critical role Malaysian palm oil has in providing 
nutritious, cost-effective healthy benefits for the global 
community. It will also help to dispel myths amongst 
some of the less-informed medical professionals about 
palm oil being associated with risk of Coronary 
Heart Diseases (CHDs) and Cardio Vascular Diseases 
(CVDs).

These programmes were conducted with the assistance 
of EXPERT panel members, conjointly with the Indian 
Medial Association (IMA) under the auspices of the 
Continued Medical Education (CME) in Neemuch, 
Mandsaur, Ujjai and Indore. These programmes 
disseminate factual data on the nutritional benefits of 
palm oil to over 1,000 medical professionals.

July 18
Series of Guest Lectures in Agribusiness and 
Management Institutes, Pune & Jaipur, India

Lectures on the health and nutritional benefits of 
Malaysian palm oil were presented to the youths 
studying in institutes and universities. Once the 
youths understand and accept the goodness of palm 
oil, they will favourably influence the consumption 
pattern of palm oil for generations to come. MPOC 
has been invited to present the lectures to new 
batches of students every year. This is a testament 
to the success of these lectures. The Student Council 
had also requested that the students be updated with 
the latest development and innovations in the palm 
oil industry periodically. Lectures were conducted at 
the Krishi Mahavidyalaya in Pune and the National 
Institute of Agricultural Marketing, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare in Jaipur.

Oct 16
Technical Marketing in Collaboration with Oil 
Technologists’ Association of India, Aurangabad, 
India

On the occasion of World Food Day 2018, a one-
day workshop on the ‘Role of Oils & Fats In Human 
Diet And Industry’ was organised jointly with the 
University Department of Chemical Technology 
(UDCT) and the Oil Technologists’ Association of 
India (OTAI). Over 600 delegates were enlightened 
about the nutritional aspects of vegetable oils, 
the goodness of palm oil, industrial applications 
of vegetable oils, food processing industry and 
global challenges of food safety. There was a panel 
discussion and an open forum to round off the event.
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INDIA

Dec 20
Healthy Living with Palm Oil, Pune, India

This carefully chosen and well-planned one-day event 
had definitely provided a fillip to the acceptance level 
of Malaysian Palm Oil. Held in the city of knowledge - 
Pune - also known as the Oxford of the East, Dr Meena 
Mehta, a renowned nutritionist, made the presentation 
on behalf of MPOC to the 300 attendees. Dr. Meena 
Mehta shared insightful tips and quick fixes for healthy 
cooking with palm oil and answered queries related 
to the health and nutrition benefits of palm oil from the 
enthusiastic audience. 

Oct 26
Techno Economic Marketing of Palm Oil (TEMPO), 
Kolkata, India

Techno Economic Marketing of Palm Oil (TEMPO) 
is a half-day event to increase the acceptance 
of Malaysian palm oil via direct interaction with 
the target group. TEMPO was conducted in 
collaboration with Emami Agrotech Limited.

MPOC carefully selects collaborative partners for 
joint promotion and Emami, being the second 
biggest importer, also shares the same passion, 
professionalism and objectives to diligently promote 
Malaysian palm oil. MPOC constantly strives to 
share and update the numerous benefits of palm 
oil with dealers and institutional users as they will 
become palm oil’s brand ambassadors. 

The presentations covered food applications such as 
baking, specialty fats and other techniques as well 
as highlighting palm oil benefits in food, nutrition 
and economics.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

SUB-CONTINENT
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PAKISTAN

Mac 18
Market Visit to Uzbekistan, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

The visit to Uzbekistan was to increase the awareness 
of the nutritional and functional attributes of palm oil in 
the growing food manufacturing industry of the region. 
The timely visit coincided with new opportunities 
created by the liberalization of the foreign exchange 
market that allowed all business houses to have 
access to foreign currency for imports. During this 
visit, meetings were held with technical institutes, food 
manufacturers, palm oil importers and officials from 
the confectionary association. A business networking 
dinner was also organised with key stakeholders to 
discuss the expansion of Malaysian palm oil 
exports to Uzbekistan.

Jan 19
Pakistan Edible Oil Conference (PEOC), 
Karachi, Pakistan

MPOC Pakistan participated in the 3rd edition of 
Pakistan Edible Oil Conference (PEOC), jointly 
organised by Pakistan Vanaspati Manufacturers 
Association, Pakistan Edible Oil Refiners 
Association, Solvent Extractors Association of 
Pakistan, and Pakistan Soap Manufacturers 
Association. They represent over 500 manufacturing 
companies and are among the largest contributors 
to the Pakistani economy. 

Held at Movenpick Hotel Karachi, PEOC attracted 
more than 550 delegates from 15 countries. Leading 
international analysts including Thomas Mielke, Dr 
James Fry, Dorab Mistry, Emily French and many 
local experts shared their views on the current 
market situation and future projections on oils and 
fats in general and palm oil in particular. 

Datuk Dr. Kalyana Sundram, MPOC CEO, presented 
a paper titled “Malaysian Palm Oil, Sustainably 
Produced, Economically Applied” and gave an 
overview of Malaysian palm oil’s performance, 
challenges, and its role in the oils and fats industry 
in Pakistan. MPOC Pakistan was also presented with 
a recognition award for its invaluable contribution to 
Pakistan’s edible oil industry.
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Apr - Dec
Social Media Engagement, Pakistan

MPOC Pakistan relaunched its Facebook and 
Instagram pages with a new strategy and direction 
in 2018. The strategy was to create awareness 
and generate conversations around palm oil as 
“the secret ingredient”. Three major campaigns 
were launched in each quarter and content was 
created with a ‘inform, inspire and involve’ strategy. 
MPOC Pakistan’s Facebook page recorded total 
impressions and reach of 9.49 million and 6.75 
million respectively, whereas, total post engagements 
were recorded at 1.34 million. The Facebook page 
likes showed an increase of 44,707 and stood at 
approximately 147,000 at the end of December 
2018. MPOC also actively posted on Twitter and 
Instagram and received good response from users.

Mac 20 – June 11
Research on Identifying Palm Oil Potential in 
Downstream Sector, Pakistan

MPOC Pakistan undertook a study to gauge the 
potential growth of Malaysian palm oil finished 
products in Pakistan’s downstream food sector. 
Conducted by Nielsen Pakistan, the study looked 
into the main user sectors, their source of current 
supply, total requirement, major players in the sector 
and the palm oil derivatives that are being used.  
The user sectors included dairy, sugar confectionary, 
tea whitener, salted snacks, biscuits and fast food.  
MPOC Pakistan shared the findings of this study with 
Malaysian industry players and suppliers, to better 
plan promotional activities in the region that will 
further expand the usage of Malaysian palm based 
finished products in Pakistan.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

SUB-CONTINENT
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PAKISTAN

Oct 10
Workshop on Malaysian Palm Oil in Professional 
Kitchen, Lahore, Pakistan

MPOC targeted the HORECA sector, a major user 
of oils and fats that is growing rapidly. MPOC 
collaborated with COTHM International and the 
Chefs’ Association of Pakistan (CAP) in organising 
this workshop for professional and in-training chefs, 
who are decision makers in choosing oils and fats.

COTHM International is the leading institute 
for hospitality management and culinary arts 
in Pakistan. The institute has a network of 13 
campuses spread across Pakistan and UAE. It has 
more than 6,000 students being trained at the 
different campuses. CAP is a member of World 
Association of Chefs Societies (WACS), Paris and 
is the only national association of Pakistan, which 
is internationally recognised. The association 
represents the finest chefs, restaurateurs, hoteliers, 
food & beverage companies, culinarians, educators, 
learners and other stakeholders of Pakistan’s 
hospitality, culinary, travel and tourism industry.

The workshop participants included a hundred 
professional chefs, restaurant owners, food 
consultants, chef in training and culinary experts. 
The main objectives were to increase imports of 
packed palm olein from Malaysia and promote palm 
olein for frying in the organised and semi-organised 
food sector. Another objective was to educate the 
participants on the functional and economic benefits 
of using palm olein for cooking and frying.  
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Apr - Dec
Social Media Engagement

MPOC Dhaka used Social Media tools to reach 
millions of netizens including housewives who are 
frequent users of Facebook, YouTube, and other 
social media applications. Social media platform 
were used to educate consumers about palm oil and 
its benefits, and also created a strong acceptance for 
Malaysian palm oil among the youth and educated 
segments of the population. The campaign reached 
1,000,000 media users through MPOC’s Facebook 
page and garnered 200,000 comments, likes and 
shares.

18 exclusive Bangladeshi recipe videos were 
generated and uploaded on MPOC Dhaka’s web 
portal and YouTube. These videos have recorded 
over 80,000 views. 9 competitions were organised 
via MPOC Dhaka’s Facebook page with over 6,000 
participants. 27 participants emerged winners.

Apr - Aug  
Print Media Campaign 

Print media campaign carried out in Bangladesh 
targeted 45-50 millions of newspapers and food 
magazines readers. 9 insertions were placed in 
newspapers and food magazines, to build positive 
acceptance for Malaysian palm oil among the 
educated segment of the consumers, who are 
also the opinion leaders of society. The campaign 
included articles on Malaysian palm oil published 
in leading newspapers and food magazines. The 
campaign also covered the period of Ramadan.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

SUB-CONTINENT
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BANGLADESH

Sept 12 – 28
MPOC-Meizan Cooking Show, Gazipur, Dhaka

The MPOC-Meizan cooking roadshow was held 
for 16 days at Gazipur, an area well known for its 
garment factories. The road show covered a total 
of 11 factories with 40,000–50,000 mainly female 
workers. Local retailers were also invited to attend 
the roadshow featuring cooking demonstrations using 
palm oil, and educational activities that highlighted 
the health and nutritional benefits of palm oil, as well 
as its cooking versatility. This roadshow also aimed 
to help promote local brands of palm olein such as 
Meizan, and support local palm oil producers and 
distributors.

Sept 7 - 8
Chicken Feast, Dhaka 

MPOC Dhaka co-hosted the two-day Chicken Feast 
with the Bangladesh Animal Agricultural Society 
(BAAS) held at the Gulshan Club North. The 
country’s leading farm chicken suppliers, and local 
and international eateries famous for chicken-based 
dishes, participated in the event. Bangladesh Edible 
Oil Ltd, the producer of Meizan brand palm olein, 
also participated in the event and promoted their 
brand. Chicken nuggets, wings, and meatball freshly 
fried in palm olein were served to the visitors and 
were huge favourites at the event.
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Malaysian palm oil exports to the region in 2018 fell short of the 
year before by 2.48% or 46,747 tonnes  due to the drop in imports 
by Turkey, Iran and Saudi Arabia. The higher availability of soybean 
for crushing and improved domestic sunflower oil production resulted 
in the downward trend. These three markets accounted for 81.25% 
of the total palm oil imported by the region. 

Turkey is the leading importer of Malaysian palm oil 
with total imports of 631,887 tonnes but the volume 
was 7.03% lower than the previous year.  Higher 
imports of oilseeds (10% increase), particularly 
soybean and sunflower seed, had resulted in lower 
imports of oils and fats including palm oil.  Imports 
of Malaysian palm oil by Iran dropped by 6.80% or 
35,592 tonnes fueled by the weak Iranian riyal which 
limits the country’s importing ability. At the beginning 
of 2018, the Iranian government had imposed control 
measure to curb high imports by limiting foreign 
currencies to importers and controlling the selling 
price of oils in local market.  

Oman, Yemen and Qatar imports of Malaysian palm 
oil saw an outstanding increase of 116%, 30% and 
39% respectively. These three markets accounted 
for 11% of the total palm oil export into the region. 
Oman’s import of Malaysian palm oil continues to 
rise by more than 100% to 83,136 from just 38,443 
tonnes against the same period of last year. This 
is due to rising demand from Yemen, which used 
Oman as a re-export hub into this market. Qatar 
had intensified its imports direct from Malaysia by 
decreasing imports from its neighbours due to internal 
conflicts. (Refer to Table 1)

RBD Palm Olein is the most popular palm oil fraction 
imported into the markets.  Most of it went to Iran and 
Turkey which accounted for 71.66% of the region’s 
total RBD PL. Saudi Arabia is the main importer of 
CPL with imports of 351,536 tonnes or representing 
94.73% of the region’s total CPL imports. Turkey 
and Iran, the two main importers of RBD PO, saw a 
decline in imports.
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PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

MIDDLE EAST - EAST OF SUEZ

Jan - Dec
Social Media Engagement & The World of Palm Oil 
Online Competition 

MPOC Istanbul used social media throughout the 
year to leverage on Turkey’s high Internet penetration 
among the population. It is the easiest and most cost 
effective way to reach the masses. Social media 
had supported all of MPOC Istanbul’s activities via 
articles, infographics and promotional events. In 
December, an online competition ‘The World of Palm 
Oil’ was launched to boost the number of likes and 
followers on social media. MPOC Istanbul managed 
to increase its following on social media to  1,237 
new followers on all platforms.

Feb 18 - 22
Gulfood 2018, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

MPOC participated in this exhibition with three palm 
oil exporters  – Eezdee Intrade Sdn Bhd, Nutrix 
Plantation Sdn Bhd, and Inno-Wangsa Oils & Fats 
Sdn Bhd. – and they were present at the booth to 
sell their respective products and answer enquiries.
 
A total of 475 enquiries on palm oil and its product 
were collectively received by the participating 
companies at MPOC’s booth from traders, 
manufacturers, oils and fats importers and end users 
over the 5-day exhibition.
 
Popular products enquired were palm olein for 
cooking oil, ghee and margarine. Inquiries on 
hydrogenated palm kernel oil were also received.  
Although the exhibition was food related, visitors 
also enquired about soap and soap related 
products. 

28 Jan – 1 Feb
Market Visit to Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia and Amman, Jordan

MPOC Istanbul initiated a market visit to Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan as both countries have the 
potential to increase imports of Malaysian palm oil. 
Visits were made to local companies and business 
associations to understand the area of growth and 
opportunities for Malaysian palm oil. After the visit 
it was clear that Saudi Arabia is highly influenced 
by major importers that dominated the market 
while Jordan, though relying heavily on imported 
oils, had imposed a 20% import duty versus just 
5% previously, as part of the government’s effort to 
protect local oilseeds manufacturers.
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TURKEY

Dec 9-12
SIAL Middle East, Abu Dhabi, UAE

SIAL Middle East is an international food exhibition 
and rated as one of the largest fairs for the food 
and beverage as well as for the hospitality industry 
in the Middle East region. The fair targets food 
manufacturers, distributors, importers, wholesalers 
and retailers, as well as representatives of 
institutional and commercial entities, by providing the 
most innovative solutions in the industry.

MPOC Istanbul took part in the exhibition and 
hosted a buyer–seller programme. The exhibition 
disseminated the many palm oil benefits to the 
visitors. MPOC received enquiries from food 
distributors and retailers from UAE, Jordan, Oman, 
Kuwait, Yemen, Iraq, and even Georgia. Through the 
buyer–seller programme, MPOC had managed to 
engage several companies interested in palm oil and 
palm products.

Sept 5 - 8
Cooking and Frying Demonstration at World Food 
Istanbul, Istanbul, Turkey

World Food Istanbul was held at Tuyap Fair 
Convention and Congress Center in Istanbul. World 
Food Istanbul is the largest food and packaging 
exhibition in Turkey with over 320 exhibitors every 
year. It brings together local and international 
producers and brands. This year, 320 exhibitors 
from Turkey and 74 international exhibitors 
participated and attracted 18,000 visitors.

MPOC Istanbul conducted a frying demonstration at 
the exhibition to showcase the advantages of frying 
using palm oil as compared to other oils. Simple 
frozen foods like fries were used to demonstrate the 
frying superiority of palm oil. Visitors were invited 
to a taste test comparing food fried with a non-
labelled oil and palm oil. Most visitors preferred 
the food fried with palm oil as it was crispier and 
tasted better. There were also inquiries from local 
companies, especially those involved in small to 
medium scale manufacturing.
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In 2018, Malaysian palm oil exports to West of Suez region declined 
by 9.50% or 65,333 tonnes, contributed by lower demand for 
Malaysian palm oil in Ethiopia, Somalia and Egypt. Egypt is now 
the fourth largest importer in the region accounting for 11% of the 
Malaysian export. However, demand in Egypt nose-dived by 64.9% 
or 124,274 tonnes in 2018 due to cheaper Indonesian palm oil.

Djibouti emerged as the top importer in the West of 
Suez region in 2018 with an increase of 56.67% 
or 78,195 tonnes over the previous year. Most of 
the imports by Djibouti are diverted to Ethiopia as it 
handles 95% of Ethiopian palm oil imports. However, 
Ethiopia is trying to reduce import dependency on 
Djibouti ports and is developing new relationships 
with other ports in neighboring countries.  During the 
period under review, increase in imports was also 
observed in new markets like Syria (276%), Morocco 
(32%), Palestine (146%), and Libya (169%). Progress 
in Syria, Palestine and Libya will be closely monitored 
as information on oils and fats development is limited 
and hard to access.

Egyptian palm oil market is currently dominated by 
Indonesian palm oil as apart from pricing, almost 
all Egyptian importers are currently looking for Cash 
against Documents payment term instead of Letter 
of Credit due to limitation of USD and banks’ credit 
facilities.  Indonesian exporters are able to meet 
buyers’ requirement on their preferred payment term. 
Malaysian palm oil export to the Tunisian market has 
also declined significantly from 9,841 tonnes to just 
130 tonnes.  The recent signing of preferential trade 
agreement between Indonesia – Tunisia provides 
Indonesia greater accessibility into this market.  (Refer 
to Table 1)

RBD PL accounted for 79% of the total Malaysian 
palm oil imported into this region.  The volume of 
RBD PL declined slightly in 2018 in tandem with the 
overall import decline.  However, the volume of CPO 
and cooking oil showed significant increase. Morocco 
intake of CPO increased from 6,000 to 16,594, while 
Somalia imported only cooking oil. 
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Jan - Dec
Print Media, Social Media Engagement and 
Website Development

MPOC Cairo continued to use tailored content 
about the goodness of palm oil in print and online 
media to disseminate information and interact with 
the stakeholders.

MPOC Cairo’s Facebook page recorded an increase 
in engagement, with 6,777,815 visitors and 
significant growth in page likes exceeding 262,000 
fans at end of the year.

Print media also targeted specifically on the HORECA 
sector in Egypt, utilising bi-lingual media to publish 
in the Chef’s Corner Magazine issued by the ECA 
in the Oct/Dec 2018 issue. The media coverage 
highlighted the two joint programmes carried out in 
2018 in collaboration with ECA.

Jan 2 & Mac 14
In-House Palm Oil Briefings for Snack Food & 
Cheese Industry, Cairo, Egypt

The in-house factory briefing is a direct-approach 
strategy to educate the factory production and 
technical staff, as well as senior officials, about 
palm oil applications in food production to promote 
higher palm oil usage in their factory. 

The first in-house palm oil briefing was carried 
out at Cairo Poultry Processing Company (CPPC-
Koki) plant on Jan 2.  Koki is a subsidiary of the 
Americana Group. The second in-house palm oil 
briefing was carried-out at El Awael Company 
for Food Industries at their plant on Mar 14.  The 
company mainly produces biscuits and toffee.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

MIDDLE EAST - WEST OF SUEZ
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EGYPT

Apr 16
Technical Workshop on Palm Oil Applications in 
Bakery & Snack Food, Alexandria, Egypt

The “Palm Oil Applications in Snack Food & Bakery 
Products” workshop was held in Dolphin Hall, Helnan 
Palestine Hotel, Alexandria. It was attended by 35 
participants from bakery related industries in Egypt 
as well as importers, traders of edible oils and 
experts from the relevant oils and fats institutes and 
agencies. This is a collaborative programme between 
MPOC Cairo, Bunge Loders Croklaan, the biggest 
specialty fats supplier in Egypt and Modern Bakeries. 
This workshop succeeded in imparting knowledge on 
the applications of palm-based specialty fats in snack 
foods and bakery industries. 

Mac 20 - 23
Lebanon HORECA 2018, Beirut, Lebanon

MPOC Cairo participated in HORECA EXPO Lebanon, 
together with more than 350 exhibitors from around the 
world. Lebanon is becoming a major hub for market 
access to the Mediterranean and Maghreb North 
Africa. The 4-day exhibition held more than 25 daily 
competitions, events, demonstrations and conferences. 

MPOC Cairo’s participation helped to gather 
market intelligence on the oils & fats industry, and 
created opportunities to interact with the industry 
representatives from the food & beverage market 
sectors. MPOC Cairo also gained knowledge and 
exposure to new trends, and product development that 
are available for palm oil products.
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June 26 - 28
Palm Oil Seminar and Technical Visit, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Palm Oil Seminar and Visit was organized to 
share latest updates on the market particularly 
market movement and health related issues and 
misconception of palm oil. The event attracted 85 
participants from the Ethiopian oils and fats industry, 
research institute and government bodies.  6 
Malaysian companies also participated -- Sime Darby 
Plantation Berhad, Southern Edible Oil Industries 
(M) Sdn Bhd, Nutrix Plantation Sdn Bhd, Antara 
Commodities Sdn Bhd, Ezdee Intrade Sdn Bhd and 
Global Farm Trade Sdn Bhd. BizMatch, factory visit 
and meeting with government officials were also 
included. 40 meetings took place between Ethiopian 
buyers and Malaysian suppliers during the BizMatch 
sessions. 

Aug 6 & 29
Palm Oil Lecture & Interaction Session with 
Egyptian Chef Association, Hurghada & Giza, Egypt

MPOC Cairo in collaboration with The Egyptian 
Chefs Association (ECA) held two educational 
workshops on “Frying Foods to Perfection”. The 
workshops were held at Hilton Hotel, Hurghada 
on Aug 6 and Monappetit Hospitality Academy 
on August 29. 31 senior and junior chefs working 
around Hurghada and Greater Cairo attended.

Comprehensive training on all food frying 
techniques as well as palm oil nutrition and food 
applications were disseminated. A Malaysian palm 
oil supplier was invited to introduce their products 
during the event and learn the needs of Egyptian 
chefs so as to customize their products to meet their 
requirements.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

MIDDLE EAST - WEST OF SUEZ
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EGYPT

Dec 23 
Roundtable on Palm Oil Applications in Dairy 
Products, Mansoura City, Egypt

The “Palm Oil Applications in Dairy Products” 
workshop held at Mansoura University Hotel, was 
attended by 36 participants from the dairy and food 
related industries especially cheese producers. 

The program featured three local speakers and 
experts whose extensive knowledge on the 
development of the dairy industry in Egypt were 
shared during the event. The discussion and 
interaction session focused on several issues like the 
advantages of using palm oil in cheese production, 
the opportunities to enhance usage of palm-based 
products and collaboration with local universities.

Sept 23
Malaysia-Egypt Multi Commodity Dinner and Dialogue, 
Cairo, Egypt

MPOC Cairo organized the Malaysia-Egypt Multi 
Commodity Dinner and Dialogue in Egypt hosted by 
Deputy Minister of Primary Industries Malaysia, The 
Hon. Mr Shamsul Iskandar Mohd Akin. It was held at 
the Four Seasons, Nile Plasa Hotel, and attended by 
more than 90 invitees from the Malaysian Ministry of 
Primary Industry and representatives of the various 
Egyptian Ministries, oils and fats companies and food 
industry. The event sought to expand market share by 
creating new opportunities for Malaysian palm oil and 
rubber industries with the Egyptian governmental and 
business communities.

12 representatives from TV, electronic and print media 
covered the event, resulting in excellent publicity for 
the ministerial mission to Egypt with 2 print clippings 
in popular English and Arabic newspapers, 12 online 
clippings and 1 TV report.

Sept 23
Palm Oil Outreach through Oils & Fats Seminar 
Sponsorship, Alexandria, Egypt

MPOC Cairo was the main sponsor of the workshop 
and the interaction session on “New Trends of the 
Utilization of Palm Oil in Food Industry” organized 
by The City of Scientific Research and Technological 
Applications (SRTA-City), under the Patronage of 
Prof Dr. Khaled Abd El-Ghaffar, Minister of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research in Egypt.

The workshop held in Tolip Hotel, Alexandria was 
attended by 85 participants representing companies 
from more than 17 food industries, in addition to 
academicians from organizations like SRTA and 
Alexandria University. MPOC Cairo invited Malaysian 
companies in Egypt to promote their palm oil products 
to the participants.
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EUROPE

EU imports of major vegetable oils remained steady, with a slight decrease of 
2.22% or 222,000 tonnes in 2018. Palm oil imports from Malaysia also went 
down marginally from 1,991,548 tonnes in 2017 to 1,911,797 tonnes in 2018.

This marginal decrease of Malaysian palm oil 
imports was due to strong purchases of South and 
Central American palm oil by the EU. Countries 
such as Colombia, Honduras, Guatemala and 
Ecuador have emerged as important palm oil 
suppliers into this region. Increasing competition 
from animal fats and recycled vegetable oils as 
feedstocks for biofuels were also contributing 
factors.

Despite negative campaigns against palm oil regarding 
the environment and health by certain NGOs and 
consumer groups, the actual consumption of palm oil in 
the EU remained favourable throughout 2018. A few 
factors have contributed to this development: palm oil 
utilisation in the energy sector in Italy and Spain, price 
competitiveness of palm oil against fossil fuel prices, 
and to a lesser extent, palm oil usage in the food 
manufacturing sector. (Refer to Table 1)
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Exports of Malaysian palm oil into the region in 2018 
decreased by 46,275 tonnes or 2.25% to a total of 
2,014,971 tonnes from 2,061,246 tonnes registered 
the year before. On the upside, Malaysian palm oil 
intake increased in Spain, Ukraine, Estonia, Denmark, 
the UK, Switzerland, Croatia, Albania, Norway, 
Portugal, Hungary, Czech, Slovenia, Bosnia, Serbia 
and Malta. Price is the main driver in accelerating 
palm oil demand in the energy sector. The rebound in 
global fossil fuel prices compared to the comparatively 
low price of palm oil boosted the usage of palm oil 
as a feedstock in the energy sector. There was also a 
steady increase in palm oil consumption for the food 
sector.

Exports of crude palm oil and crude palm olein into 
the EU continue to be on the upward trend by 58.70% 
or 226,326 tonnes. Most of the CPO and CPL were 
exported to major biodiesel producers such as the 
Netherlands, Spain and Italy. Malaysia’s exports of 
certified palm oil (RSPO and ISCC certified) however 
tapered off by 23.03% or 142,797 tonnes. According 
to industry sources, Indonesian suppliers have been 
aggressively offering discounted prices on their 
certified palm oil in the European market, thus reducing 
the intake of certified palm oil from Malaysia. 
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Jan - Dec
Participation in Industry Related Meetings, Europe 

MPOC Brussels participated and attended meetings 
with the following organisations to expand network 
of contacts and the exchange of information: o 
European Palm Oil Alliance Steering Committee 
& Project Team o Belgian Alliance on Sustainable 
Palm oil o French Alliance on Sustainable Palm Oil o 
Spanish Alliance on Sustainable Palm Oil o German 
Alliance on Sustainable Palm Oil o Swiss Alliance on 
Sustainable Palm Oil o Federation for European Oil 
Protein Meal Industry

Jan - Dec
Social Media Campaign 

MPOC Brussels worked diligently on improving 
consumer perceptions of Malaysian Palm Oil through 
campaigns via its social media platforms, including 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn. 
The multi-lingual consumer engagements were in 
various languages in addition to English. 

Jan - Dec
EU Action Plan, Paris, France

MPOC Brussels briefed HE Datuk Ibrahim Abdullah, 
the Malaysian Ambassador to France, on various 
issues effecting palm oil exports to France and the 
EU. 

Jan - Dec
EU Action Plan, Brussels, Belgium 

The meetings, chaired by HE Dato’ Hasnudin 
Hamzah, the Malaysian Ambassador to the EU 
and Belgium, discussed palm oil related issues in 
the EU-28. Suitable action plans to engage officials 
from the 3 EU Institutions and European Parliament 
(MEPS) were outlined.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

EUROPE
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BELGIUM

Jan - Dec
EU Palm Oil Sustainability Study 

Malaysia and MPOC have had to intervene to 
provide an objective and a balanced review in 
the final EU study on the environmental impact 
of palm oil consumption and on existing palm oil 
sustainability standards. The Malaysian review 
provided important arguments for future discussions 
with all stakeholders, including public institutions.

Malaysia strenuously addressed the individual 
findings of the ambiguous EU study to the EU and 
EU Member States. The solution is a credible and 
rigorous certification programme to offer a degree of 
confidence that palm oil supply chains are free from 
the worst forms of environmental and social impacts.

Jan - June
No-Palm-Oil Label Evidence Collection, France and 
Belgium 

MPOC Brussels performed a NPO label evidence 
collection to monitor the number of NPO labels in the 
Spanish, Italian, French and Belgian markets. The 
evidence showed an increase in the number of labels, a 
total of 1,980 NPO labeled products in these markets. 
The NPO Monitoring Report showed that some RSPO 
members also used NPO labeling for their products. 
Groundwork is underway to update the database with 
evidence from France, Belgium, Spain and Italy.

Jan 22 - 23
Fuels of the Future 15th International Renewable 
Mobility Congress, Berlin, Germany

Focused on the topic RENEWABLE MOBILITY AND 
THE PROSPECTS UNTIL 2030 AND BEYOND, the 
discussions also centered on the implications of RED 
II; the climate change and the decarbonisation of the 
transport sector is the central challenge of the 21st 
Century.

One key panelist called the adoption of the amended 
RED II text “a direct assault on the European biofuels 
industry”, sharply criticising the ILUC model. He said 
the RED II as it now stands would lead to a drastic 
decline in revenue for the European biofuels industry, 
and stressed the need to safeguard past investments in 
the sector.
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Feb 9 - 16
Mission of MPIC Minister to Europe

YB Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
visited the EU Member States of Spain, Germany, 
Belgium, the UK, Italy and Poland. YB Minister 
addressed the issues raised in the RED II with relevant 
EU institutions in Brussels and with selected members 
state governments. 

During this visit, YB Minister of MPIC hosted a 
working dinner with Commission senior officials 
and ambassadors of palm oil importing countries in 
Brussels; meeting with Commissioner for Energy H.E. 
Miguel Cañete; Director General for Trade, Mr. Jean 
Luc Demarty; Deputy Secretary General for European 
External Action Service (EEAS), Mr. Christian Leffler; 
and Ambassador of Permanent Representation 
of Bulgaria to the EU, H.E. Dimiter Tzantchev. In 
member states, YB Minister met with the relevant 
ministers, government officials and industry members 
from the energy sector.

Jan - Dec
Social Media Campaign 

MPOC Brussels worked diligently on improving 
consumer perceptions of Malaysian Palm Oil through 
campaigns via its social media platforms, including 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn. 
The multi-lingual consumer engagements were in 
various languages in addition to English. 

Apr 26
Platts Biofuels Conference, Geneva, Switzerland

The Global Platts Conference held in Geneva 
attracted global key stakeholders and experts from 
the biofuels industry to showcase new developments, 
trends and future outlook. Prominent speakers 
comprise policy makers, industry players, technology 
companies, environmental organizations, market 
analysts, as well as consulting experts.

The hot topic of the conference was the Renewable 
Energy Directive (RED), which was heavily debated 
between the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and the Council of the EU.

May 15
Palm Oil Seminar by Palm Oil Producing Countries, 
Rome, Italy

Organised by the Pontifical Urban University with 
the theme “Promoting Poverty Eradication, Peace 
and Humanity Through Agriculture and Plantation 
Industry”. The key discussion centered on the lack 
of accurate data sources and reports relating to 
alleged deforestation in Southeast Asia. Malaysia 
has to counter these exaggerated data and claims 
by sharing accurate and where possible, real time 
data (images, statistics) on land used for palm oil 
production. A critical factor for Malaysian palm oil’s 
continued success in the EU markets.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

EUROPE
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Oct 1
Malaysian Palm Oil Roundtable Dialogue, 
Bern, Switzerland 

Minister of Primary Industries The Hon. Mdm Teresa 
Kok reminded participants on the sustainable aspects 
of the palm oil industry, and the role of Malaysia as 
a world leader in sustainability. The Minister focused 
on the importance of MSPO and also emphasised 
how valuable palm oil is to the livelihood of small 
farmers, helping to decrease the poverty rate from 
50% to 5% today.

The Minister also talked about the objective for the 
new Government to lead reforms to achieve the SDG
goals. 5 presentations were also given based on 
the latest developments in the Malaysian Palm Oil 
Industry, MSPO, rebalancing the palm oil debate in 
Europe, palm oil free claims and why banning palm 
oil is not a solution for Switzerland.

Oct 2
WTO Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland 

Malaysia is particularly concerned that the EU will 
not notify the Committee of any draft measures prior 
to adoption, as the regulations will be drafted by the 
European Commission as part of a ‘delegated act’.
There is broad support for the Malaysian position 
among developing countries, including the largest 
economies in ASEAN; Malaysia will continue to call 
for notification, as will other countries. The studies and 
rule-making processes currently undertaken by the EU is 
not genuine, but rather serve the purpose of justifying 
ex post facto decision to target palm oil, that is political 
in nature.

Evidence that this is a EU political decision targeting 
palm oil is stated by MEP Bas Eickhout – one of the EU 
negotiators of this proposed draft – who stated from 
day one that palm oil will be the target of this proposal.  
And MEP José Blanco Lopez – the lead EU negotiator 
– who focused only on palm oil when explaining the 
‘high risk’ of ILUC proposal. Malaysia is considering 
preparing a number of legal and WTO opinions and 
scientific studies on the EU’s proposed path, due to 
concerns about trade discrimination and violation 
of WTO rules. It is a deliberate attempt by the EU to 
restrict trade of a specific commodity.

Sept 26 – Oct 5
Mission of MPI Minister to Europe

The Hon. Mdm Teresa Kok, Minister of Primary 
Industries met with governmental and business leaders 
in Switzerland, Spain and with EU Institutions in 
Belgium. The Hon. Minister stressed that Malaysia 
has a right to a level playing field in palm oil trade 
with Europe. MPOC Brussels also updated the Hon. 
Minister on the latest developments with regards to the 
challenging environment in Europe.
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Oct 4
European Palm Oil Conference (EPOC),
Madrid, Spain

The conference was organized together with 
the Spanish Foundation on Sustainable Palm Oil, 
and with the support of the European Sustainable 
Palm Oil project, and in alignment with the European 
National Initiatives on Sustainable Palm Oil, the Palm 
Oil Producing Countries and the ‘Amsterdam 
Declaration Group’, in support of a fully sustainable 
palm oil supply chain by 2020. 

This annual event focused on how sustainable palm 
oil can contribute to the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (UN SDGs). It also highlighted 
the progress and on how the food industry is moving 
towards 100% sustainable palm oil and collaborates 
with governments and NGOs to achieve a fully 
sustainable palm oil supply-chain.

Key conclusions of the conference are the need to 
make palm oil production sustainable, to engage 
more with consumers and industry, governments 
and NGOs, and to explain the positive impact of 
sustainable palm oil on the environment. Oil palm 
cultivation is an effective development tool for many 
countries and will meet the UN’s many sustainable 
development goals. 

Oct 3
Palm Oil Expert Meeting, Madrid, Spain 

MPOC Brussels participated to disseminate the 
latest developments in palm oil nutrition and the 
sustainability of palm oil in food and non-food 
applications. Some of the key discussion points were 
used to rebalance the one-sided debate on palm oil 
in Europe.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

EUROPE
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Oct 17 - 21
SIAL 2018, Paris, France

MPOC took part in SIAL 2018 under the Malaysian 
Pavilion coordinated by MATRADE, together with 40 
Malaysian companies. 5 palm oil companies at the 
Malaysian Pavilion were Felda-Iffco Sdn Bhd, Inno 
Wangsa Oil & Fats Sdn Bhd, Muhibah Palm Products 
Sdn Bhd, Nutrix Plantation Sdn Bhd and Sime Darby 
Plantation Sdn Bhd. MPOC’s booth also included 
Eezdee Intrade Sdn Bhd, Agri Asia Group Sdn Bhd 
and SOP Nutraceuticals Sdn Bhd. 160 enquiries 
on palm oil products were received throughout 
the 5-day exhibition, especially on palm oil, palm 
olein, shortening and non-dairy products. The palm 
oil suppliers at MPOC’s booth also received many 
inquiries on red palm oil.

Oct 13 – 21
INFA Balance Expo, Hannover, Germany

MPOC took part in the INFA Balance Expo in 
Messegelande, Hannover Germany, which had the 
theme ‘Healthy Food and Lifestyle’. More than 40 
organisations and vendors which included vegan 
restaurant outlets, food and drinks retailers, personal 
care and healthy food dealers and environmental 
NGOs participated. Interesting activities offered at 
the Malaysian Palm Oil Council pavilion were palm 
oil exhibition, video presentation, augmented reality 
interaction, transparent soap making, batik painting 
with palm based fabric dye, cooking demonstration, 
food and ‘teh tarik’ sampling.

More than 4,000 visitors mostly local Germans 
(including school children) visited MPOC’s booth and 
interacted with MPOC personnel, promoters, and chefs. 
Concerns raised by visitors include health implication 
on the presence of palm oil in food and its nutritional 
benefits, limited information on the subject matter, and 
the availability of palm oil on supermarket shelves. 
However, concerns on deforestation due to cultivation 
of oil palm and biodiversity loss was surprisingly 
minimal.
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Jan - Nov
Media Activities

For the period of Jan – Nov, a total of 53 articles 
were published, including in the Thompson Reuters; 
Ukragroconsult.

On the platform of Telenedelya, there was a series 
of 14 publications about palm oil. Telenedelya is an 
all-Ukrainian and Russian weekly magazine, with an 
aggregate circulation of about 1.3 million copies. 

An article “Real or fictional harm of palm oil?” 
was published on April 28 in Argumenty i Fakty, a 
weekly newspaper and publishing house in Russia, 
and owned by the local government of Moscow. The 
article received 2,912 views in the first few days.

Jan – Dec
Market Engagement, Russia, Ukraine & Eurasian 
Custom Union

MPOC Moscow focused on the former Soviet republics 
– Eurasian Custom Union member states – without 
neglecting the larger markets like Russia and Ukraine. 
MPOC Moscow conducted market studies to identify 
market potential of the selected countries and strategize 
new innovative approaches for attracting traders to the 
regional markets. Experienced traders who showed 
interest in penetrating new markets in this region were 
selected to join MPOC’s group of traders.

Effective communication with various target groups 
was able to correct the perception of Malaysian palm 
oil damaged by anti-palm oil campaigns. Media Panel 
of MPOC Moscow continued to implement projects 
and achieved good results in optimizing costs and 
improving the effectiveness of media projects.

MPOC Moscow’s market study revealed that the main 
threat was coming from the government, thus the need 
to establish direct communication with the government. 
MPOC Moscow also continued to convey information 
about palm oil to the media. Implementation of various 
activities under Media Panel increased awareness 
among audiences. This added momentum to the 
positive change in consumer’s perception around the 
region; anti-palm oil voices quietened and attention of 
audiences retracted from negative perception towards 
neutral.

Jan - Sept
Media Panel of MPOC 

MPOC Moscow continually filtered the existing pool of 
media, and searched for new publishers for MPOC’s 
media projects.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

EUROPE



MALAYSIAN PALM OIL COUNCIL 77

RUSSIA

May 15
Food Show with Chef PO, Moscow, Russia 

MPOC Moscow organised the 4th culinary 
masterclass introducing palm oil as perfect oil 
for cooking, held in the largest culinary studio in 
Europe, “Culinary On”. The studio is also the most 
popular culinary site in Moscow. The masterclass 
showcased the versatility of Malaysian palm oil in the 
kitchen, hence its is the preferred oil globally.  The 
masterclass was hosted by Chef PO, a Malaysian 
palm oil ambassador. Participants were journalists 
from main Russian media specializing in cookery, 
health and lifestyle and they have many questions 
about palm oil in food, the quality and properties of 
palm oil and why palm oil is the best fat for frying 
and baking. 

There was also entertainment for the participants in 
the form of a game - “FalsifyMe”. All participants 
were asked to choose a pack of butter or a pack 
of high quality spread. The results showed that 
even dairy experts were unable to differentiate 
spread from butter by taste. This dispelled all myths 
regarding palm-like taste of non-dairy spread and 
successfully proved that palm-based spread is tasty 
and healthy at the same time.

MPOC’s pool of journalists mingled with new media 
journalists and food bloggers to give them an 
opportunity to be informed about Malaysian palm 
oil and to get acquainted with the product. The 
bloggers broadcasted the event on Instagram. The 
248 participants obtained certificates of completion 
of the master class “Cooking Healthy and Tasty Food 
with Palm Oil”.

The event was published on Internet resources, in 
federal press media, industrial magazines and social 
networks. 

Feb 1
Interaction with the Dairy Industry, Moscow, Russia 

One of the main thrusts of the anti-palm oil campaign 
in Russia is that palm oil is associated with the 
falsification of dairy products. Thus, MPOC Moscow 
is continually in communication with the dairy industry 
and participated in a few events organised by the 
dairy industry. On February 1, MPOC’s representative 
gave an interview to The DairyNews, the largest media 
resource in Russia and one of the largest specialized 
resources in the global dairy industry. During the 
interview recent initiatives of the Russian government 
concerning labeling of products containing milk fat 
replacers were discussed.
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May 30 - 31
11th International Conference Oil Factory: 
Technologies And Market, Kiev, Ukraine

In early 2018, Ukraine registered a draft law 3871 
on ‘Prohibition of Palm Oil Usage for Food’. The 
background to this initiative was the suggestion 
that palm oil contains high levels of dangerous 
contaminants such as 3-MCPD and GE. On the wave 
of anti-palm campaign which rages in Ukraine, 
MPOC’s representative was invited as a speaker at 
the oil conference, organised by ExpertAgro.

Mr Kapshuk Stepan Pavlovich, CEO of 
UkrOliyaProm, the industrial association of Ukraine, 
was campaigning to prevent this unfair law to 
be passed at the second reading in Ukraine’s 
parliament. 

MPOC’s representative made presentations on 
3-MCPD and GE (esters) - because the anti-palm 
campaign refers to these contaminants - the current 
status of the problem and regulatory measures 
applied in the EU. After the presentation two 
meetings were held with food industry leaders. The 
draft law 3871 ‘Prohibition of palm oil usage for 
food’ was discussed with Kapshuk Stepan Pavlovich, 
CEO of UkrOliyaProm, oil and fat association of 
Ukraine and with Baldynyuk Aleksandr Vasilievich, 
CEO of UkrConfProm, confectionary association 
of Ukraine. Both leaders agreed that the law goes 
against the interests of the industry.

May 17
Techno-Economic and Marketing on Palm Oil (TEMPO) 
& Roundtable in Collaboration with Komsomolskaya 
Pravda, Moscow, Russia

The event was two-pronged: the seminar and 
roundtable that discussed technical issues arising in 
the region and MPOC’s media panel that helped to 
transfer results of the seminar to the media, to increase 
the coverage of the event. The seminar took place on 
the platform of Komsomolskaya Pravda press center, the 
most popular news agency in Russia. 

Trans-fat consumption vis-a-vis human health was the 
main topic of the TEMPO. The participants were from 
the oil and fats production, milk and confectionery 
industries, science and nutrition, food technology 
and experts. During the roundtable, MPOC’s experts 
presented the latest information about trans fats and 
showed a video illustrating the negative aspects of trans 
fats consumption to all participants and journalists. 
There was an open debate about the choice of palm oil 
instead of hydrogenated fats. Journalists from various 
federal newspapers, industry magazines and business 
radio channels like “KP”, “DairyNews”, “Agro XXI”, 
and “Business FM” attended the event were invited to 
join MPOC Media Panel.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

EUROPE
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June 15
Roundtable On the Administrative Regulation of the 
Use of Palm Oil in Food Industry, Astana, Kazakhstan

The Roundtable addressed issues arising in Eurasian 
Economic Union countries, namely in Kazakhstan, 
especially on the anti-palm campaign. A presentation 
was made regarding the regulatory measures 
concerning the upper limits of various contaminants 
in vegetable oils, namely: 3-MCPD, GE, and its 
esters.

July – Aug
Ukraine Biodiesel Prospects Market Research, Ukraine

MPOC Moscow conducted and published the market 
research on biodiesel prospects of Ukraine. The 
study, titled “Ukraine Next Big Biodiesel Producer” 
was uploaded on POMDR website. Based on the 
study, MPOC Moscow also published an article under 
MPOC Media Panel on the biggest regional analytical 
resource of the fats and oils industry.

June 15
TEMPO Kazakhstan, Astana, Kazakhstan

TEMPO Kazakhstan, organised by the Fats and Oils 
Association of Kazakhstan was held at the Center 
for Standardization and Metrology of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan. During the Roundtable with the theme 
“Discussion of the administrative regulation of the use 
of palm oil in various sectors of the food industry of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan”, MPOC Moscow was invited 
to present the official position of MPOC to policy 
makers of Kazakhstan. The presentation comprised 
information on current developments of regulatory 
policy of EU with regards to 3-MCPD, GE and its esters. 

A report on the results of the roundtable was also 
presented to the Parliament of Kazakhstan. Nevzorov 
Konstantin Gennadievich, CEO of Oils and Fats 
Association of Kazakstan agreed to continue 
cooperating with MPOC and prevent this issue from 
spreading across Kazakhstan. 
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Sept 17 - 20
World Food Moscow, Russia

Under the Traders Panel Project, MPOC Moscow 
organised the business visit of Shannon Fernandez 
of Antara Commodities Sdn Bhd, who participated 
in one of the biggest exhibitions in Russia - World 
Food, organised by ITE.  Business meetings were also 
organised for Shannon Fernandez with the Russian 
oil and fats buyers. 

Aug 14
TrV Science Articles

MPOC Moscow published the article “9 Myths about 
palm oil” in print and on the website of “Troitsky 
Variant-Science”, better known as TrV-Science. TrV-
Science is a popular Russian science newspaper and 
positions itself as a representative of the scientific 
community. The article listed all the common myths 
about palm oil and included positive statements 
made by experts. The article received 61,901 views 
and 106 comments on the first day.  

July - Nov 
Participation in Meetings and Conferences 

MPOC Moscow participated in the Russia-Malaysian 
Business Council Meeting, hosted by MATRADE 
Moscow and attended the Russian-Indonesian 
Business Forum organised by the World Trade Centre 
Moscow, Russia-Indonesia Business Council and 
Indonesian Embassy. 

MPOC’s representative presented papers and 
delivered MPOC’s official position on palm oil at the 
following conferences:
•	 Oct 24 – 25: International Fats & Oils Industry   
 Conference, St. Petersburg, Russia
•	Nov 14 – 15: 11th International Scientific and  
 Practical Conference, Kiev, Ukraine
•	Nov 15: Dairy Industry Conference, Kiev,   
 Ukraine

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

EUROPE
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Oct 5
2nd RoundTable on World Practice & Palm Oil, 
Almaty, Kazakhstan

The second roundtable on world practice and 
various applications of palm oil took place in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan. Dr Bessonov Vladimir Vladimirovich, 
the panelist from Experts Panel of MPOC presented 
MPOC’s official position at the All-Russian Institute of 
Nutrition. 

Dec 18
Media Panel and Social Networks 

MPOC Moscow collaborated with the Communist Party 
of the Russian Federation on a campaign to promote 
palm oil and show that palm oil has nothing to do with 
the milk falsification problem. The “Red Line” channel, 
a round-the-clock social and political TV channel, which 
offers viewers an alternative media based on the truth 
derived from in-depth investigation, produced and 
aired its investigative report.

A special report on the problem in the milk industry 
was aired on 18 December 2018, featuring interviews 
with prominent people within the industry, among 
others,  Larisa Zaytseva, Professor of The Institute 
of Modern Fats Technologies, Pavel Grudinin, a 
Presidential Candidate and the owner of Sovkhoz 
LeninaMaksim Rudakov, the Head of Expert Center of 
Consumer Union “Roscontrol”.  The video version aired 
on YouTube received 8,221 views and 101 comments 
within the first few days of upload.

Dec 24
Christmas Eve Culinary Show, Moscow, Russia

On Christmas Eve, MPOC Moscow organised a festive 
culinary workshop for Russian journalists and food 
industry representatives. MPOC’s chef Oleg Grubinov 
conducted a master class for a 3-course dinner cooked 
with palm oil. It was an interactive learning activity 
on the health benefits of Malaysian palm oil for 17 
renowned journalists and bloggers who actively 
participated in the cooking process, and shared the 
information in their subsequent articles. The event 
created a team-building atmosphere to strengthen the 
networking and friendly relations with media. The 
participants created an online streaming on their social 
networks and online media pages about the event 
and information on palm oil. All participants obtained 
certificates upon the completion of the “Cooking with 
Palm Oil” master class and received recipe books as 
Christmas gifts.



ANNUAL REPORT 201882

MARKET
OVERVIEW

AFRICA



MALAYSIAN PALM OIL COUNCIL 83

From January – December 2018, imports of palm oil by the Sub-Saharan African 
countries was recorded at 4,581,631 tonnes, an increase of 3,155 tonnes from 
the same period last year. Indonesian palm oil import figures were only available 
until the month of November 2018. (Refer to Table 1)

However, Malaysian palm oil exports to Sub-Saharan 
Africa in 2018 decreased by 4.39 % from a year 
earlier to 2.327 million tonnes. Most countries in the 
region imported less palm oil from Malaysia, with the 
exception of Kenya, Mozambique, Cote D’Ivoire and 
Senegal. Traditional palm oil buyers from West Africa, 
East Africa and Southern Africa continue to be major 
importers of Malaysian palm oil.  The West African 
region recorded a 5.4% decrease last year, due to 
lower exports to Ghana, Benin and Guinea.
Nigeria, the most populous nation in Africa, with 
almost 200 million people, was the largest importer 
of Malaysian palm oil in 2018 with 242,388 tonnes. 
This volume was still marginally lower than the volume 
registered in 2017. Imports via neighbouring countries 
are vital for the Nigerian vegetable oil market. 

The most significant increase in terms of percentage 
is the Ivory Coast with a 271% jump from 30,510 
tonnes to 113,092 tonnes last year, due to the decline 
of its palm oil production.  (Refer to Table 2)

In terms of products, CPO/CPL exports to the region 
increased by more than 23% from 811,433 tonnes 
registered in 2017 to 999,672 tonnes in 2018. 
The 0% export tax of Malaysian CPO has made 
its importation more attractive. Countries with high 
imports of CPO/CPL are Nigeria (211,000 tonnes), 
Ghana (199,000 tonnes), Mozambique (148,000 
tonnes), Kenya (120,000 tonnes) and Tanzania 
(78,000 tonnes). Other countries with sizable 
imports of Malaysian CPO include Cote D’Ivoire and 
Madagascar. 

Exports of RBD palm olein to the African market 
decreased, especially in the West African region. 
Intake of RBD palm olein went down by 19% 
compared to 2017. (Refer to Table 3) 

Major importers of RBD palm olein last year were 
Benin (167,000 tonnes), Tanzania (106,000 tonnes), 
Togo (97,000 tonnes), Angola (87,000 tonnes) and 
Kenya (81,000 tonnes). 
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Feb 25
Cooking for Pleasure, Accra, Ghana

MPOC Africa office conducted a cooking demo 
with Chef Edem at the St Stephens church located in 
Darkuman. The half-day cooking demo highlighted 
the versatility, health benefits and usage of palm oil 
in everyday lives. The 40 attendees asked questions 
enthusiastically and 3 of them were lucky winners. 
MPOC Facebook page received over 600 likes 
during this competition.

Mac 26
Easter Treasure Hunt,
Accra, Ghana

MPOC Africa Facebook page continued to grow and 
reached 631,443 likes in March. An Easter Treasure 
Hunt via Facebook was organised for 6 days and 3 
lucky winners were selected and surprised with prizes 
at their homes. MPOC Facebook page received over 
1,420 likes during this competition.

Feb 14
Valentine’s Day Competition, Durban, South Africa

MPOC Africa Facebook page hosted a Valentine’s 
Day competition for followers to answer three health 
benefits on the use of palm oil and share the post. 
Three lovely valentine hampers were given away to 
the three lucky winners. The page received over 255 
likes during this competition.

Jan - Dec
Social Media Engagement 

MPOC Africa Facebook page continued to grow and 
reached over 615,575 likes through daily posting 
and sharing on palm oil facts, health benefits and 
recipes.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

AFRICA
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June 24
Local Community Cooking Demo, Accra, Ghana

MPOC Africa hosted a cooking demonstration at a 
community church in Accra. About 60 participants 
including housewives attended the cooking 
demonstration “Cooking for Pleasure” by Chef 
Faustina. The chef demonstrated meals preparation 
using palm oil as well as its health benefits. There 
was a Q&A session and gifts were awarded to 3 
lucky winners.

Oct 2 - 12
Ghana Oils & Fats Industry Technical Visits,
Tema, Ghana

MPOC regional manager visited prominent palm oil 
companies such as Ghana Oil Palm Development 
Company, Avnash Ghana Ltd and Freshmacs Ltd. 
These meetings were held to introduce the new 
regional manager and to strengthen the network 
among the industry members. Information on current 
developments in Ghana, as well as issues and 
challenges faced were discussed.

April 2
Fun Day with Palm, Accra, Ghana

MPOC Africa organised an Easter Picnic Competition 
via Facebook. About 200 participants attended the 
“Cooking for Pleasure” cooking demonstration. There 
was also a drawing and painting competition for kids 
between the ages of 5-10. MPOC Facebook page 
received over 1,420 likes during this competition.

May 13
Mother’s Day, Western Hill School of Nursing, 
Accra, Ghana 

MPOC Africa held a cooking demonstration on 
Mother’s Day, hosted by Chef Faustina, for doctors, 
nurses and health practitioners. About 50 participants 
attended the cooking demonstration, “Cooking for 
Pleasure” that highlighted the versatility and health 
benefits of palm oil. MPOC Facebook page received 
over 17,000 likes during this competition. 
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The total oils and fats imported by the Americas region increased by 15,466 
tonnes or 0.57% compared to the same period last year. This marginal increase 
was due to the bumper crop of soybeans that led to higher domestic crushings, 
especially in Brazil and the US. The two main types of oils and fats imported 
are palm oil and soybean oil. Regional palm oil imports were recorded at 
1,681,907 tonnes that is 1,466 tonnes higher compared to 2017, while 
soybean oil import increased by 14,000 tones. (Refer to Table 1)

Brazil also saw higher than anticipated production of 
soybeans that narrowed the price discount between 
palm and soybean oils. Hence, lower palm oil imports.

Mexico imported the bulk of their palm oil from 
Colombia and Honduras while Haiti also imported 
most of the palm oil this year from Colombia. The 
current attractive price of Malaysian palm oil could 
reverse this trend and lead to an increase in imports in 
the coming months, especially for stock maintenance 
and for food use. (Refer to Table 3)

Out of the total palm oil imports, RBD palm olein is 
the main oil imported to the Americas region with 
a volume of 192,222 tonnes or 32.25% market 
share followed by RBD palm stearin with a volume of 
170,453 tonnes or 28.6% and RBD palm oil with a 
volume of 157,851 tonnes or 26.49%. 

USA remains the biggest market for palm oil in the 
region, accounting for 90.71% of all palm oil imports 
to the Americas. At the end of Dec 2018, the US is 
the seventh largest importer of Malaysian palm oil 
after India, China, Pakistan, Netherlands, Philippines 
and Turkey. However, the overall imports of 
Malaysian palm oil by the USA in 2018 decreased 
by 14,105 tonnes or 2.54% compared to same 
period in 2017. (Refer to Table 2)

Malaysian palm oil exports to this region from 
January to December 2018 was recorded at 
595,907 tonnes, a decrease of 39,534 tonnes or 
6.22% compared to the year before. Malaysian palm 
oil market share has eroded due to the increased 
competition from Indonesia and other South 
American countries such as Colombia, Guatemala 
and Ecuador. 

The abundance of canola oilseed harvest in Canada 
resulted in higher domestic crushings and an 
oversupply of domestic oils especially in the second 
quarter of the year, resulting in lower palm oil 
imports. 
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May 6 - 9
109th American Oil Chemist’s Society (AOCS) 
Meeting and Expo, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA

Over 1,400 professionals from more than 40 
countries attended the AOCS Annual Meeting. 
About 98 companies exhibited in the event this year. 
MPOB and MPOC collaborated in promoting and 
educating visitors on Malaysian sustainable palm 
oil. Both MPOC and MPOB attended the Institute 
of Shortening and Edible Oils (ISEO) technical 
committee meeting on May 9.

Mac 7 - 11
38th Natural Product Expo West, Anaheim,
California, USA

MPOC participated in the world’s biggest natural, 
organic and health retail-wholesale exhibition in 
the USA. More than 85,000 attended including 
industry pioneers and new generation innovators. 
521 exhibiting companies, including more than 600 
first-time exhibitors took part in this event. MPOC’s 
booth displayed and handed out product samples 
containing palm oil to visitors.

Mac 2
Passport DC, Washington DC, USA

Passport DC is a month-long journey around the 
world highlighting the District of Columbia’s thriving 
international diplomatic community and its lively 
and varied cultures. Celebrated annually in May, 
the International Cultural Awareness Month in 
Washington, Passport DC is 31 days of networking 
and outreach by 70 embassies, businesses and some 
of DC’s very best cultural institutions. More than 
250,000 people enjoyed the popular embassy open 
houses, street festivals, performances, exhibitions, 
and workshops. MPOC joined the Malaysian 
Embassy in promoting Malaysian street foods cooked 
with palm oil.

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

AMERICAS
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AMERCIA

May 11
The 12th Palm Oil Seminar Series (POSS), 
Seattle, Washington, USA

MPOC collaborated with MPOB, together with Global 
Agri-Trade Corporation and Natu’oil Services Inc to 
host this event.12 representatives from 9 companies 
which included Costco Wholesale Corporation, 
Bramble Berry, GP Texron Incorporated, Sunco 
Foods Incorporated, Bridgewell Agribusiness, 
CuliNex LLC (Limited Liability Company), Trident 
Seafoods Corporation and Haley Group attended 
this palm oil briefing and interaction session. Topics 
presented during the half-day session included palm 
oil production and processing, sustainable palm oil 
developments and the overview of the global palm oil 
sector.

May 15 - 16
New York Society of Cosmetic Chemists’ (NYSCC) 
Suppliers’ Day, New York City, New York, USA

MPOC joined thousands of leading players in beauty 
products at the event organised by the New York 
Society of Cosmetic Chemists (NYSCC). This is the 
showcase event for the latest innovations. Among the 
palm oil companies attending the event were AAK 
(Formerly AarhusKarlshamn), Wilmar Oleochemicals, 
Acme-Hardesty Company, Bunge Loders Croklaan. The 
event provided an excellent platform in promoting palm 
oil to the cosmetic industry. Sustainability of palm oil is 
an important topic for the cosmetics producers.

June 1 - 2
Tortilla Industry Association Annual Convention & Trade 
Show, Palm Desert, California, USA

The Tortilla Industry Association Convention attracted 
about 200 exhibitors and 700 attendees from the 
tortilla industry. MPOC collaborated with MOI Foods 
USA Incorporated in putting up an exhibition booth at 
the food show. MOI Foods USA Inc. launched their new 
product, Krispi Gold shortening for tortilla frying.
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June 30 – July 2
64th Summer Fancy Food Show, New York City, 
New York, USA

The Summer Fancy Food Show is the largest specialty 
food industry event in North America, and the 
premier showcase for industry innovation. More than 
2,600 exhibitors from United States and 54 countries 
around the world participated in this event. Exhibitors 
attend the show specifically to make critical business 
connections. The Specialty Food Association (SFA) is 
committed to ensuring high-quality, top-line industry 
buyers at the event. Auria Abraham of Auria’s 
Malaysian Kitchen, a Malaysian-born chef won two 
the Specialty Food Association’s Sofi awards for her 
lime leaf sambal and pandan kaya at this event.

July 15 - 18
Institute of Food Technologists Food Expo (IFT), 
Chicago, Illinois, USA

The IFT Meeting & Food Expo brings together food 
technologists and professionals from around the 
globe, to inspire and transform collective scientific 
knowledge into innovative solutions for the benefit 
of all people around the world. Over 600 research 
presentations, and more than 100 thought-provoking 
scientific sessions were held at the event. MPOC 
joined MPOB, Global Agri-Trade Corporation, FELDA 
IFFCO USA and Intercontinental Specialty Fats Sdn 
Bhd in welcoming visitors at the Malaysian booth.

June 10 - 12
Dairy Deli Bakery Association Trade Show, New 
Orleans, Louisiana

Organised by the International Dairy Deli Bakery 
Association to bring together over 10,000 industry 
professionals and 8,000 exhibitors to showcase the 
latest products, share fresh concepts and ideas, and 
build networks for business contacts. 

PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

AMERICAS
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Sept 12 - 14
Natural Product Expo East, Baltimore, Maryland, USA

MPOC participated in this MPOB’s initiated 
programme in Baltimore, Maryland. This is one of the 
premier events in launching new products, connecting 
with top buyers, increasing awareness of exhibitors’ 
brands, and tapping into the latest natural and organic 
trends.

Oct 17 - 24
Ministerial Mission to USA, San Francisco & 
California, USA

The Malaysian Minister of Primary Industries, Hon. 
Teresa Kok visited the United States to assess the 
current development and market potential for palm 
oil in the country. It was part of the Ministry’s on-
going efforts to promote Malaysia’s commodity 
exports to global markets. The 3-day mission also 
emphasised the importance of economic ties between 
Malaysia and the U.S. and Malaysia’s efforts in the 
development of sustainable palm oil production and 
its usage in America’s food industry. 

The Hon. Minister was also the special guest at the 
launch of the new PBS-TV series, ‘Taste of Malaysia 
with Martin Yan’. The TV series aired on KQED TV 
featuring Malaysian signature dishes made from fresh 
home grown ingredients, including Malaysian palm 
oil. Chef Martin Yan, a James Beard Award winning 
chef, did a fantastic job in promoting Malaysian 
palm oil and Malaysian cuisine to over 500 people 
who attended the launch event.



ANNUAL REPORT 201892

PRESERVING 
MORE THAN 50%
OF MALAYSIA’S
TOTAL SURFACE 
AREA COVERED

IN FOREST  
MATTERS TO US 

IMMENSELY.
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DOMESTIC PROMOTIONS
• Palm Oil Education

• Malaysian Palm Oil Wildlife Conservation Fund 

• Media Promotions  

• Publications 

• Posters & Photography  

• Digital & Social Media 

• Promotional Videos 
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DOMESTIC 
PROMOTIONS

The 9th Reach & Remind, Friends of the Industry
Seminar 2018 & Dialogue (R&R 2018) was held at the 
Royale Chulan, Kuala Lumpur. The event was graced by 
YB Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong, Minister of Plantation 
Industries & Commodities (MPIC). It was also attended 
by Secretary General of MPIC, Datuk K. Yogeesvaran; 
Chairman of Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB), Datuk 
Seri Hj. Ahmad bin Hj. Hamzah; Chairman of MPOC, 
Dato’ Lee Yeow Chor; Director-General of MPOB, Datuk 
Dr. Ahmad Kushairi Din and Chief Executive Officer  of 
MPOC, Datuk Dr. Kalyana Sundram. 430 participants 
attended the event with active engagement from the 
palm oil associations during the dialogue with YB 
Minister.

2 papers were presented on current challenges of the 
Malaysian palm oil industry;
i.  “Addressing Europe’s No Palm Oil labels:   
 Challenges, Strategies and Outcomes” by Dr. Pietro  
 Paganini from John Cabot University, Italy
ii.  “European Consumption and Malaysian Palm Oil: A  
 Sustainable Future Together?” by Datuk Dr. Kalyana  
 Sundram

A panel session on the 2018 Market Outlook was also 
held with 3 panelists:
i.  Ling Ah Hong from Ganling Sdn Bhd
ii.  Dr. Sathia Varqa from Palm Oil Analytics
iii.  Fatimah Zaharah from MPOC

The keynote address was presented by YB Datuk Seri 
Mah Siew Keong, Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities to outline the industry’s direction for 2018. 

Finally, an open dialogue between YB Minister and 
the palm oil associations to further discuss issues and 
challenges foreseen for the year. During the dialogue, 
YB Minister was also joined by Datuk K. Yogeesvaran, 
Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah, Dato’ Lee Yeow Chor, 
Datuk Dr. Ahmad Kushairi and Datuk Dr. Kalyana 
Sundram. Issues highlighted were on research and 
development activities in Sarawak, incentives and 
opportunities for downstream development, pressure on 
palm oil export to EU and its impact on smallholders, 
opportunities for expanding current product market and 
exploring new markets.

The event was also an avenue to promote POINTERS 
webinar, scheduled for March that year.  
The display at the exhibition focused on palm oil 
information in infographics to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the Malaysian palm oil industry.   

JAN 9
Reach & Remind Seminar & Dialogue, 
Kuala Lumpur
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MPOC, together with the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) organised the 
Centennial Run, in conjunction with the 100th 
anniversary of Malaysian palm oil industry. The event 
was supported by the Malaysian palm oil industry, 
namely Sarawak Land Consolidation and Rehabilitation 
Authority (SALCRA), Solid Oil Palm Plantations Sdn Bhd, 
Sarawak Oil Palms Berhad (SOPB), Hovid Berhad and 
TH Plantations Berhad.
 
The run was divided into 3 categories – 10 km 
competitive run for adult males, 10 km competitive 
run for adult females and 3 km fun run. 3,000 runners 
participated in the event at Majlis Bandaraya Kuching 
Selatan. Present to flag off the run was Datuk Amar 
Douglas Uggah Embas, Deputy Chief Minister and 
Minister of Modernisation of Agriculture, Native Land 
and Regional Development, Sarawak.
 
Other side events organised were consumer-based 
product exhibitions by MPOC, Malaysian Palm Oil 
Certification Council (MPOCC) and SOPB, healthy 
lifestyle cooking demonstration using Malaysian palm 
oil by Chef Kasdi Dahari of Serapi Garden, lucky 
draws and an Instagram hashtag contest. Prizes were 
in the form of cash and palm-based product hampers. 21 papers were presented by leading industry figures 

including Datuk Dr. Ahmad Kushairi, Govindbhai Patel, 
Mohd Fadhil Hasan, Ling Ah Hong, Oscar Tiakra, 
Cai Neng Bin and Dr. Sathia Varqa. POINTERS also 
featured MPOC in-house presenters: Mohd Izham 
Hassan, Mohammad Hafezh and Rina Marianti. On 
the Global Palm Oil Market Focus segment, prominent 
speakers were Mr Rasheed Janmohammad, Mozgova 
Olga, Dr. Rajeev Churi, Dono Boestami, Faik Genc and 
Togar Sitanggang.  The two webinars attracted KLK 
Oleo, Bursa Malaysia and Kulim (Malaysia) Berhad as 
sponsors. There were 3,896 registered participants. 

JAN 28
Centennial Run, Kuching, Sarawak

JAN 29 – FEB 4 & AUG 6 - 12
‘POINTERS on Price Trends’ Webinar, 
Kuala Lumpur 
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MPOC participated in the World Urban Forum Exhibition, 
together with MPOB and MPOCC under the umbrella of 
MPIC to showcase the Malaysian palm oil industry. 

In line with the event’s theme – Cities 2030, Cities for 
All, the booth showcased the contributions of oil palm 
in laying the foundations for an economically viable 
palm oil industry over the past 100 years; and how the 
rapid and sustained development of the palm oil industry 
helped eradicate hard core rural poverty and developed 
rural communities and townships. 

MPOC participated in the exhibition held in 
conjunction with this seminar to support FELDA 
in their efforts to update their estate managers 
and heads of settlers’ community throughout the 
country on current sustainable practices and FELDA’s 
approach to fulfil the required certifications.

The 3-day event was officiated by YB Dato’ Wira 
Razali Ibrahim, Deputy Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Department. 

Posters on sustainability and good agricultural 
practices were displayed at the booth. A simple quiz 
was also organised daily to attract visitors to the 
booth.

FEB 7 - 13
United Nation’s World Urban Forum 
(WUF 9), Kuala Lumpur

FEB 19 - 22
Seminar Permuafakatan Produktiviti & 
Kualiti (JPPK) FELDA, Bangi
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MPOC participated as an exhibitor, and its booth 
highlighted the attributes of Malaysian palm oil to 
3Ps & health. In line with the POC 2018’s theme, Price 
Disruption: Take Control, Manage Volatility, a new 
CPO price chart was displayed, which highlights the 
movements of CPO average price in Malaysia from 
1990 to Jan 2018 and the events that influenced those 
outcomes.

Enquiries on palm products, palm oil’s health attributes 
and palm oil trade were received. The 100 Years of 
Malaysian Palm Oil Industry commemorative coins and 
the coffee table book were made available for sale.

Several presentations on palm oil were made by 
MPOC Science & Environment Director, Dr Ruslan 
Abdullah, at various trade and academic events to 
provide clarifications and greater awareness on palm 
oil to the target audience.
•	 10	March	2018	-	
 Sustainable Plantation Industry Day, Kuala Lumpur 
 ‘EU Resolutions – Its implications to the Malaysian  
 palm oil industry’
•	 27	March	2018	-	
 UCSI Dialogue on UN SDGs, Kuala Lumpur
 ‘Sustainable Development Goals – The Case for  
 Malaysia (Plantation Industry)’
•	 24	April	2018	-	
 International Cooperative Association - Asia Pacific  
 Conference, Kuala Lumpur
 ‘Malaysian Palm Oil – A Sustainable Nature’s Gift’
•	 10	July	2018	-	
 UCSI SIAP Conference 2018, Kuala Lumpur
 ‘Palm Oil Industry – Issue of Sustainability and   
	 Industry	4.0’
•	 8	August	2018	-	
 9th Malaysian International Palm Oil and   
 Agriculture Technology Expo, Bintulu, Sarawak
 ‘Business Opportunities for Palm Oil in Sarawak -  
 Way forward under the current Global Scenario

MAC 5 - 7
Palm & Lauric Oils Price Outlook 
Conference & Exhibition (POC 2018), 
Kuala Lumpur

MAC - AUG
Paper Presentations
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A series of Market Forum was organised at Wisma 
Sawit, Kelana Jaya to update the Malaysian palm oil 
industry members on pertinent issues affecting the 
industry.

•	 16	April	2018	
 Economic Uncertainties and Its Impact on Malaysian  
 Palm Oil Exports
 Papers presented were on the Malaysian Currency  
 Fluctuations and Its Impact on Exports by Vincent  
 Loo (RHB Investment Bank), BMD’s Latest   
 Amendment to Regulation on CPO Contracts by  
 Moriazi Mohammad (Bursa Malaysia Derivatives)  
 and Palm Oil Demand To Be Boost by Lower   
 Soyabean Output by Allan Lim (Malaysian   
 Industries Development Finance). The forum was  
 very well received by the 150 attendees. 

•	 15	May	2018	-
 Emerging Market Series – Trends & Analysis
 The forum focuses on the Oils & Fats Outlook,   
 Financing, Investment Opportunities and Palm Oil  
 Price Forecast by ARDL approach. The papers   
 were presented by Khalimah Haron form Maybank  
  Trade Finance, Aziah Abdullah from MIDA and   
 two speakers from MPOC, Mohd Izham Hassan   
 and Rina Mariati. The seminar was attended by  
 100 participants.  

•	 1	August	2018	
 Emerging Market Series – Prospect &    
 Opportunities of Malaysian Palm Oil 
 The forum featured papers pertaining the   
 prospects and opportunities for Malaysian palm  
 oil in Pakistan, CAR countries, CIS countries and  
 North African Region. The papers were presented  
 by MPOC’s Deputy Director & Regional Manager  
 and Marketing & Market Development  Executives. 
 The Market Forum was well received by the   
 120-strong audience. 

•	 13	November	2018	
 Assessing 2018, Thriving 2019
 The fourth Market Forum in its series featured   
 informative papers on financing, market direction,  
 challenges and opportunities. The speakers were  
 Richard Cheang (Kim Loong Resources), Erpin   
 Massalo (Royal Custom), Makhzani Mustaffa Ng  
  (Bank Negara Malaysia), Benny Lee (Equities   
  Tracker) and speakers from MPOC, Lim Teck    
  Chaii, Nor Iskahar Nordin and Muhammad    
 Kharibi. The Market Forum was attended by 
 100 people. 

APR - NOV
Market Forum Series 2018, 
Kelana Jaya, Selangor
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MPOC supported the launch of Malaysian Palm Oil 
Certification Council’s nationwide roadshow to 
promote sustainable palm oil and palm oil certification.  

The carnival atmosphere attracted the public to the 
event. At MPOC’s booth, cooking demonstrations were 
organised together with an exhibition on palm-based 
food and non-food products.  Information on palm 
oil was disseminated via colorful infographics and 
displayed on stacked cubes.

To create more buzz at the booth, a crossword puzzle 
game was organised based on information found on 
the cubes. When participants submitted their answers, 
they were given an opportunity to spin the wheel and 
get their prizes in the form of palm-based products 
and MPOC souvenir items.  This game received 
overwhelming response from the guests.  

This programme, comprising a seminar talk and 
supporting activities, was organised in collaboration 
with UPM’s Faculty of Food Science and Technology. 
Held at the Faculty of Food Science and Technology 
(FSTM), UPM, Serdang, Selangor, the programme’s 
objective was to educate students and lecturers on the 
nutritional values of palm oil, as well as current issues 
on palm oil processing and refining. The seminar was 
attended by 100 participants from various faculties. 
In conjunction with the programme,  these supporting 
activities were organised:

•		Plantation	Visit	to	FELDA	Trolak,	Perak	
 Organised a day before the seminar, the excursion  
 included visits to oil palm plantation and palm oil  
	 mill.	40	students	and	5	lecturers	participated.
 
•	 Educational	Games	in	Classroom
 Educational activities in the form of board games  
 and card games were invented by UPM lecturers  
 that served as an interactive and engaging platform  
 to disseminate correct information on palm oil and  
 its nutritional attributes to students.
 
•	 Poster	Presentation
 Students were divided into groups to prepare and  
 present posters on palm oil nutrition or palm oil  
 processing as a way to increase their knowledge on  
 these topics.

MAY 1
Karnival Jelajah MSPO, 
Teluk Intan, Perak

MAY 3 - 4
MPOC Educational Outreach Programme 
on Palm Oil for Tertiary Educational 
Institution - Nutri-Palm and Palm-Process 
Programmes for Food Science and 
Technology Students, UPM, 
Serdang, Selangor
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The 100th Anniversary Run of the Malaysian palm 
oil industry, dubbed Larian Sawit, was organised 
by MPOB to mark the closing of the centennial 
celebration.

There were also cooking demonstrations, colouring 
contests, exhibitions, food stalls and other fun 
activities.  At the palm oil pavilion shared with MPOB 
and MPOCC, MPOC showcased palm-based food 
and non-food products, and palm oil educational 
infographics displayed on cubes. 

A fun Spin-the-Wheel game attracted an enormous 
crowd to the palm oil pavilion, where people 
queued and formed a long line outside the pavilion. 
Participants were given palm-based products like 
biscuits, potato chips, cooking oil, soap and 
MPOC notebook.   

MPOC participated in its first-ever World Chef 
Congress & Expo to educate culinary professionals 
on the benefits of palm oil. 

Infographic posters on the benefits of Malaysian 
palm oil were displayed at the booth. Step-by-step 
cooking videos showing Malaysian palm oil and 
its related products were screened at the booth. 
There was also shelves laden with Malaysian palm 
oil, red palm oil and fractions of palm oil. The wall 
behind the booth was full of attractive infographics 
to attract visitors, even from behind the booth. 

Two publications, Facts on Malaysian Palm Oil and 
100 Facts on Malaysian Palm Oil, were given out 
while MPOC’s winning recipe books, Malaysian 
Palm Oil: The Essential Ingredient in Delicious Food 
and Palm to Plate were sold. Booth giveaways 
included Malaysian palm oil, Malaysian red palm 
oil and leaflets on Malaysian palm oil.

There were cooking demonstrations by Chef Kasdi, 
a culinary consultant as well as Chef Fami, the 
head chef from KDU School of Hospitality, Tourism 
& Culinary Arts. Foreign visitors crowded the 
booth non-stop to get a delicious taste of Malaysia. 
Queries by chefs and student chefs, who made up 
the majority of the visitors, were readily answered 
by technical experts from Sime Darby Plantation 
Berhad. 

MAY 13
Larian Sawit, Putrajaya

JULY 11 - 14
World Chefs Congress & Expo 2018
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The Incorporated Society of Planters (ISP) organized the 
14th National Seminar (NATSEM) at Hotel Istana KL. 
Themed Malaysian Plantation Industry: Crop Options, 
this event was officiated by Datuk Haji Daud Haji 
Amatzin,	ISP	Chairman,	and	attracted	460	participants	
and 31 exhibitors. MPOC supported this event as an 
exhibitor and seminar participant.

MPOC’s booth featured posters that highlighted the 
sustainability, versatility and socio-economic attributes 
of Malaysian palm oil. These were complimented with 
a series of videos on the smallholders’ success stories, 
palm oil’s attributes to global sustainable development, 
and palm oil’s uses and health attributes. 

In addition, samples of palm oil’s food and non-food 
products including tocotrienols supplements, red palm 
oil and Smart Balance cooking oil were displayed 
along with selected publications (i.e. 100 Facts on 
Malaysian Palm Oil, GOFB, Q&A Series: Facts on 
Malaysian Palm Oil and 100-year Journey: Celebrating 
100 years of Malaysian Palm Oil booklet).

The Impossible Task. The Incredible Journey coffee table 
book, Organic Soils of Malaysia booklet and Nordic 
Gold coins were also for sale. 

MPOC participated in the Tastefully Food & Beverage 
Expo Series around Malaysia to carry out the survey 
on palm oil consumption among Malaysians, and 
to promote the benefits of Malaysian palm oil to the 
consumers.
•	Mid	Valley	Exhibition	Centre,	Kuala	Lumpur,	
	 27-29	July	2018
•	MITC,	Melaka,	12-14	October	2018
•	 SPICE	Arena,	Penang,	26-28	October	2018
•	 Aeon	Big	Farlim,	Ipoh,	22-25	December	2018

Tastefully Food Expo was selected as the platform for 
the survey as it is the biggest food and beverage expo 
in Malaysia. There were also a host of supporting 
activities like palm oil product displays, educational 
materials on the versatility and health benefits of palm 
oil, and Palm Portraits Jigsaw Puzzle games to draw in 
the crowd. 

During the entire series of exhibitions, MPOC received 
more than 10,000 visitors and about 8,000 completed 
survey forms. The Tastefully Food Mid Valley Kuala 
Lumpur Expo was officiated by the Member of 
Parliament for Seputeh, who is also our new Primary 
Industries Minister, YB Teresa Kok. Overall, the 
exhibitions enabled MPOC to engage and interact 
with consumers to create a better understanding on the 
benefits of palm oil, and enhance the image of palm oil 
as a healthy cooking oil and a sustainable commodity.

JULY 16 - 17
14th NATSEM, Kuala Lumpur

JULY - DEC
Tastefully Food & Beverage Expo 
Series & Survey on Palm Oil 
Consumption Among Malaysians 
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A series of Palm Oil Health Awareness Evening 
Forum for Medical Practitioners were organised 
in collaboration with the Malaysian Medical 
Association (MMA), Medical Practitioners’ Society 
(MPS), Malaysian Pharmaceutical Society (MPS) and 
Pertubuhan Doktor-doktor Islam Malaysia (PERDIM) 
at three venues:
•	 Double	Tree	Hotel,	Johor	Bharu,	22	July	2018	
•	 Le	Meridien	Hotel,	Kota	Kinabalu,	9	October	2018	
•	 Jen	Puteri	Harbour	Hotel,	Johor	on	19-20	October		
	 2018	

The	main	objective	was	to	disseminate	the	nutritional	
and	health	benefits	of	palm	oil	and	palm	tocotrienols	
among	local	medical	doctors,	pharmacists	and	other	
professionals	from	the	biomedical	fields.	The	Evening	
Forums	focused	on	the	issues	of	health	and	nutrition	
like	saturated	fatty	acids	and	palm	oil	phyto-nutrients,	
and	was	attended	by	321	participants.

Malaysia Palm Oil Trade Fair & Seminar 2018 or 
POTS KL 2018, was held in Kuala Lumpur for the 
seventh time since its inception in 2006, the home 
venue for this international POTS series that has 
proven to be one of the major events for industry 
stakeholders. 

POTS	KL	2018	“Embracing	Change	in	a	Transforming	
Marketplace”	was	organised	as	a	platform	for	
collective	learning,	discussions,	important	updates	as	
well	as	business	networking	like	Biz	Match	sessions	
between	local	palm	oil	producers	and	potential	palm	
oil	buyers	within	Malaysia	as	well	as	abroad.	The	
CEO	Forum	has	always	been	a	top	attraction	at	POTS	
KL,	and	this	year	it	featured	prominent	executives	
from	top	importer	countries	of	Malaysian	palm	
oil:	Atul	Chaturvedi	(SEA),	Darwin	Indigo	(Wilmar	
International),	Mohamed	H	Radwan	(Oleo	Misr),	Paul	
Bleomendal	(Prebt)	and	Zhou	Shi	Yong	(Beijing	Invest	
Group).	The	seminar	was	graced	by	YB	Puan	Teresa	
Kok,	Minister	of	Primary	Industries,	Malaysia.

JULY - OCT
Educational Program for Health and 
Nutrition Related Professionals 

AUG 28 - 29 
International Palm Oil Trade Fair & 
Seminar (POTS KL), Kuala Lumpur
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The importance of POTS KL 2018 was evident as 
seen	from	the	high	number	of	participants	-	450	
attendees - as well as the extensive media coverage 
by television station Bernama TV and other news 
agencies like Bloomberg News, Reuters, The Star, 
NSTP, Bernama, Nanyang, Sin Chew Daily, Nikkei, 
Arcana Media Group among others. 

29 papers were presented over the two-day seminar 
by prominent speakers such as Datuk Dr. Kalyana 
Sundram, Thomas Mielke, Dr. James Fry, Dorab 
Mistry, Paul Bleomendal and other speakers from 
Malaysia, Europe, India and China who were invited 
to present their latest findings and views on price 
development, applications, health and nutritional 
attributes of palm products, biotechnology, biodiesel 
and sustainable issue. 

4	regional	workshops	were	also	conducted	on	29	
August 2018 that featured MPOC market analysts, 
regional managers and invited speakers from 
the various regions who presented papers on the 
development, issues and opportunities facing palm oil 
in their respective countries.  The workshops received 
warm response from the participants with an average 
of 90 people attendind each workshop. For the first 
time in the POTS KL history, the regional workshops 
sessions were opened for sponsorships and the slots 
were taken by Kenanga Futures, Bursa Malaysia and 
Del Llano Alto Oleico.

The trade fair attracted 22 private companies 
to display their latest product and services that 
included Gold Sponsor Wilmar International, 6 
Silver Sponsors IOI Corporation, Kenanga Futures, 
Lipico Technologies, Sarawak Oil Palms, PalmitEco 
Engineering and Bintulu Ports, 3 Partner Sponsor 
Muhibah Palm Product, POIC and MPOCC.

At the exhibition booth, an oil palm fresh fruit bunch 
and oil palm seedlings were showcased for the 
benefit of international participants. 16 infographics 
created for the centennial celebration on topics 
ranging from health, nutrition, food uses and 
environmental sustainability were displayed, as well 
as palm-based food and non-food products. 

MPOC winning publications, Malaysian Palm Oil: 
The Essential Ingredient in Delicious Food and Palm 
to Plate were displayed and offered for sale.  MPOC 
coffee table book, published in conjunction with the 
centennial celebration of the Malaysian palm oil 
industry, The Impossible Task, The Incredible Journey, 
was also on sale at the booth.
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The	5th	International	Palm	Oil	Sustainability	
Conference (IPOSC 2018) was held at the Shangri-
la’s Tanjung Aru Resort & Spa, Kota Kinabalu. It 
was officiated by YB Teresa Kok, Minister of Primary 
Industries. Also present was Dato’ Lee Yeow Chor, 
Chairman of the Malaysian Palm Oil Council. 
The IPOSC 2018 was attended by 295 participants 
from 12 nations, as well as 6 sponsors, 15 exhibitors, 
and 1 media partner. 8 of the 15 exhibitors were part 
of the MSPO Showcase exhibition that highlighted 
companies that have successfully achieved 100% 
MSPO certification.

26 papers were presented covering the critical 
sustainability challenges and opportunities in the palm 
oil industry. The Plenary Paper titled ‘Forests and 
Agriculture: Land Use Challenges and Opportunities 
– the Palm Oil Perspective’ was presented by Dr. Eva 
Muller, Director of the Forestry Policy and Resources 
Division, Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations (UN FAO), Italy. In addition to the 
main conference, an Evening Forum titled ‘Plantations 
and Conservation: Can We Walk the Talk?’ focusing 
on human and elephant conflicts in Sabah, and an 
Expert Panel Debate titled ‘Sustainable Palm Oil – 
More Uncertainties or a Brighter Future’ were also 
organised at the conference.

The conference also witnessed the signing of an 
MoU between MPOC and POIC Sabah Sdn Bhd to 
create greater awareness for the Malaysian palm oil 
industry, including its downstream activities in Sabah. 
This is through future events on the promotion of palm-
based materials and educational programmes with 
local polytechnic institutions and schools. 

MPOC’s booth at the event showcased infographics 
related to palm oil sustainability and also on the 
Malaysian Palm Oil Wildlife Conservation Fund 
(MPOWCF), in honeycomb shape, to reflect the 
wildlife element.  Palm-based food and non-food 
products were also showcased at the booth for the 
benefit of foreign participants and to raise awareness 
on the various applications of palm oil.  MPOC’s 
coffee table book, The Impossible Task, The Incredible 
Journey, was also offered for sale at the booth.

SEPT 19 - 20
International Palm Oil Sustainability 
Conference (IPOSC), Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah
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MPOC contributed two oral presentations titled 
“Environmental implications related to fats and oils 
industry” by Ahmad Shahdan, SED Executive  and 
“Palm oil in food application: Current updates” by 
Muslimin Hashim, SED Manager (Nutrition) at the 
Palm Oil Seminar held at UPM, Selangor. The seminar 
was organised by the Student Union Faculty of Food 
Science and Technology (FOSTECH), UPM and was 
attended by 100 students.

Palm Oil Industry Briefing Session with Government 
Agencies was organised to foster stronger relationship 
between related government agencies. The briefing 
was attended by representatives from IDFR, MIDA, 
MATRADE, Wisma Putra and MPI. MPOC Market 
Analysts presented topics on palm oil trade, issues 
and challenges. The session was followed by an 
excellent discussion among the agencies on the role 
of each agency in promoting Malaysian palm oil 
globally. 

NOV 21
Palm Oil Seminar, UPM, 
Serdang, Selangor

DEC 13
Palm Oil Industry Briefing Session with 
Government Agencies, Kelana Jaya, 
Selangor
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PALM OIL 
EDUCATION

MPOC initiated a survey throughout Malaysia to 
understand the general knowledge, perceptions and 
preferences of Malaysian consumers on cooking oil in 
2018. Targeting a minimum of 10,000 respondents, 
the survey consisted of 28 questions divided into 
5	parts:	demographic	background,	cooking	oil	of	
choice, perception of cooking oil, knowledge on 
cooking oil and knowledge on palm oil. 

The survey was conducted in 16 locations across 9 
states	and	managed	to	collect	10,454	fully	completed	
survey forms. The survey locations were as follows:

1. Sarawak: Kuching
2. Kedah: Sintok, Sg Petani, Baling
3. Selangor: Bandar Sunway, Shah Alam, 
 Kelana Jaya, Taman Melawati, Kajang
4.	Johor:	Johor	Bahru,	Nusajaya
5. Pahang: Kuala Gandah
6. Melaka: Ayer Keroh
7.	Penang:	Bayan	Lepas
8. Kuala Lumpur: Mid Valley
9. Perak: Ipoh

The results showed that palm oil is the most popular 
cooking oil used by a majority of Malaysian 
consumers. Secondly, Malaysian consumers 
considered health as the most important factor in 
their choice of cooking oil. Quality, nutritional value 
and price are also important and determinant roles. 
However, brand, packaging and advertisement have 
the least influence in their choice of cooking oil. 

The overall perception of palm oil by the majority 
of	respondents	(84%)	perceived	palm	oil	to	be	of	
good quality with excellent nutritional value. In terms 
of	environmental	effects,	only	7%	believed	that	
the oil palm industry has a negative impact on the 
environment.   

SURVEY ON PALM OIL 
CONSUMPTION AMONG 
MALAYSIANS
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MPOC collaborated with KidZania for the first time 
to educate the younger generation on the healthy 
benefits and food applications of Malaysian palm 
oil. This collaboration will instill positive acceptance 
and support for this important national commodity. 
KidZania	KL	is	visited	by	350,000	kids	and	adults	
annually.

This partnership also resulted in a palm-based 
chocolate factory built in KidZania, Mutiara 
Damansara, KL and launched in May 2018.  This 
factory offers a fun learning experience for kids aged 
4-14	years	old.	The	kids	are	taught	to	make	palm-
based chocolate and in doing so, they also learn 
about the versatility and health attributes of palm 
oil via a short training documentary, puzzle-solving 
and palm oil infographics & brochure. The palm oil 
education was supervised by KidZania personnel who 
assisted the kids to complete their tasks. Up to 31 Dec 
2018, 20,613 children have participated in this fun 
and educational factory visit.  

The EDUPALM programme for chemistry teachers 
organised previously in Melaka, Negeri Sembilan 
and Pahang, continued with a visit to MPOB in 2018 
to further educate the chemistry teachers from the 
Petaling Utama district about palm oil.

Teachers were briefed on the Malaysian palm oil 
industry, palm oil uses, issues and challenges facing 
the palm oil industry and its history at the Palm Oil 
Gallery. Frying demonstrations were conducted with 
palm oil and soy oil, to differentiate the taste and 
odour between the two cooking oils. Soap making 
demonstrations were also conducted to show teachers 
the applications of palm oil in transparent and 
opaque soaps. 

The programme was very successful. One of the 
chemistry teachers expressed that she was more 
aware of the goodness and benefits of Malaysian 
palm oil, and would share the information with her 
students. This knowledge is applicable to the chapter 
on Carbon Compound in Form 5 Chemistry syllabus. 

COLLABORATION WITH 
KIDZANIA KL

CHEMISTRY TEACHERS’ VISIT 
TO MPOB, BANGI, SELANGOR
14 MAY 2018
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PALM OIL 
EDUCATION

Palm Oil Trade Awareness Programme (POTAP) is 
designed for new, potential users of palm oil by 
showing the many beneficial applications of palm oil. 
These include visits to Sime Darby Plantation and Palm 
Oil Mill in Carrey Island as well as Golden Jomalina 
Food Industries in Telok Panglima Garang. Participants 
for POTAP comprised guests from China, Turkey, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Latvia, Dominican 
Rep., Philippines, Switzerland, USA and Vietnam. They 
also	participated	in	the	70	BizMatch	meetings	with	
MPO exporters during POTS KL 2018. 

PALM OIL TRADE AWARENESS 
PROGRAMME (POTAP), 
KUALA LUMPUR 
27-29 AUGUST 2018 
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The EDUPALM Healthy Lifestyle with Malaysian Palm 
Oil Cooking Competition or Pertandingan Memasak 
EDUPALM Peringkat Kebangsaan (SK): Gaya Hidup 
Sihat dengan Minyak Sawit Malaysia was organised 
to educate pre-teen students on the health benefits of 
Malaysian palm oil, and to appreciate the Malaysian 
palm oil industry as one of the major contributors to 
Malaysia’s economy and development.

The participants of this competition were Year 6 
students from 16 primary schools – 13 in Putrajaya 
and one each from Kuala Lumpur, Selangor and 
Negeri Sembilan. These young students must know 
all about palm oil based on facts, as they will be 
important consumers of palm oil in the future.

For the cooking competition, the students were first 
briefed on the rules and marking criteria.  They were 
then given 1 hour to prepare 2 dishes – 1 main dish 
and an appetizer or desert, using palm oil and palm-
based products. 

MPOB gave a Health Talk to teachers and Year 6 
students who were supporters from competing schools 
and Year 5 & 6 students from the host school, SKPP 
9(1). Dr Nor Lida Habi Mat Dian, Senior Research 
Officer from Protein and Food Technology Unit, of 
MPOB conducted the session. The talk was skewed 
towards primary school students and titled “Khasiat 
dan Kebaikan Minyak Sawit Serta Kegunaannya 
dalam Produk Makanan.”  Participants were quizzed 
during the sessions and those who answered correctly 
were given gifts from MPOB. 

A cooking demonstration session was conducted by 
Chef Florence Tan, who interacted with the audience 
with cooking tips as well as a simple quiz. Winners 
of the quiz were given a bottle of palm oil each. 
The audience comprised teachers, students and 
contestants, and representatives from the Ministry of 
Primary Industries and Ministry of Education.

There was also an exhibition showcasing palm-based 
food and non-food products. Palm oil infographic 
cubes were placed around the foyer for students to 
read and find answers to a crossword puzzle and 
to complete a survey form. Once the tasks were 
completed, the students could spin the wheel of 
fortune and win a palm-based product or MPOC 
souvenir. This was a popular, fun activity where 
students could win prizes and gain knowledge about 
palm oil at the same time.

According to the survey, the majority of students know 
about palm oil. All of them know that palm oil is used 
in	food.	76%	understand	that	palm	oil	is	a	cooking	
oil.  Most of the students learned about palm oil from 
television and the internet.

The closing ceremony was officiated by Belvinder 
Sron, Deputy CEO of MPOC, who also presented 
prizes to the competition winners. Guests and students 
were also entertained with a dance performance by 
the winning dance team from SKPP 9(1).

PERTANDINGAN MEMASAK 
EDUPALM PERINGKAT 
KEBANGSAAN (SK), 
PUTRAJAYA: 
GAYA HIDUP SIHAT DENGAN 
MINYAK SAWIT MALAYSIA 
11 OCTOBER 2018
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The Ministry of Primary Industries through the 
Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) had developed the 
Malaysian Palm Oil Ambassador Program involving 
students from public and private institutions of higher 
learning in Malaysia. It aimed to educate the youth 
on palm oil, its contributions to the country, as well as 
highlight the health benefits of palm oil.

The first program was launched in collaboration 
with HELP University on 19 December 2018 where 
the Minister of Primary Industries, YB Teresa Kok 
was present and who spent time interacting with the 
students.

There was a presentation of the Malaysian palm oil 
industry delivered by Incorporated Society of Planters 
Chairman, Datuk Daud Amatzin, a presentation on 
healthy eating and palm oil by a nutritionist from 
Universiti Kebangsaaan Malaysia, Khor Ban Hock 
and a short talk on palm oil youth advocacy by a 
representative from Planters United. HELP University 
President, Prof Datuk Dr Paul Chan also gave a short 
address. 

Malaysian students are the ideal Ambassadors for 
Malaysian palm oil. They need to be engaged to 
disseminate factual information about Malaysian 
palm oil to their peers, and to appreciate palm oil’s 
contribution to the country.

They must refute and reject unfounded allegations 
of palm oil, especially the unfair palm oil anti-oil 
campaign by western NGOs. As Malaysians, students 
are encouraged to defend Malaysian palm oil 
vigorously, based on facts.

The second programme, held at Universiti Putra 
Malaysia (UPM), was attended by students from the 
Faculty of Science & Technology Food, Agriculture 
and Medicine & Health Sciences. Students were given 
a comprehensive briefing about Malaysia’s palm oil 
industry, palm oil’s healthy benefits as well as youth 
advocacy for the Malaysian palm industry.

The programme at UPM was slightly different in 
approach to enable students to learn about palm oil 
via practical activities like palm oil-based soap making 
and the Palm Oil Adventure Race. A fun way to love 
Malaysian palm oil.

MPOC Deputy CEO, Belvinder Sron was present 
at both events, as one of the panelists during the 
interaction session at HELP University and at UPM. She 
talked to students on issues and challenges facing the 
palm oil industry and how they can help the industry 
by becoming an advocate for palm oil.

PALM OIL STUDENT 
AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME
HELP UNIVERSITY, KUALA LUMPUR 
19 DECEMBER 2018
UNIVERSITI PUTRA MALAYSIA, 
SERDANG, SELANGOR
22 DECEMBER 2018
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The free cooking classes for students of international 
schools were conducted by Chef Jean Michel, as a fun 
way to disseminate information on Malaysian palm 
oil to the younger generation.

10 cooking classes were organised, with up to 
20 participants per class. Students were divided 
into groups, and experienced hands-on training 
in cooking using palm oil and its products as the 
ingredients. 

The cooking classes were conducted at:
•	 Sayfol	International	School	
	 -	 Session	1-4	for	2	age	groups:	7-8	and	14-17		
	 	 year-olds	on	26	and	27	March	2018
 - Session 5 and 6 were held on 3 May 
	 -	 Session	7	and	8,	on	7	May	2018.	

•	 EtonHouse
 - 6 classes were held for 120 students ranging  
  from 8-10 years old, on 5, 9 and 10   
  December 2018. 

Chef Jean Michel highlighted the attributes of 
Malaysian palm oil and margarine, and the  ability 
of the oil to withstand high heat, its flavour neutrality, 
and the Vitamin E that it contains. He demonstrated 
how frying with palm oil produces less gummy 
materials that made cleaning easier afterwards. 
Towards the end of the session, he introduced 
Malaysian red palm oil and it nutritious properties.

The Malaysian Palm Oil module was developed 
primarily for chefs and students in the hospitality 
fields. The module was created and approved by 
experts in the culinary field that included UiTM Senior 
Lecturer, F&B Consultant and Culinary Technical 
Advisor, Chef Kasdi Dahari, and in consultation with 
Teah Yau Kun, MPOC Senior Fellow.  

The 3 universities that have adopted the MPO module 
were Berjaya University College, KDU University 
College and Erican College.

A briefing on the MPO Module for culinary lecturers 
was conducted by Teah Yau Kun and attended by 30 
KDU and Erican culinary lecturers, as well as Oman 
military chefs, who were at KDU for culinary training. 
A simple demonstration on frying and confit method 
using palm olein and red palm oil-based dressing was 
also conducted by Chef Kasdi Dahari to enable the 
audience to visually see and taste the result. 

A wall featuring information on Malaysian palm 
oil, ranging from history, attributes, processing 
and applications was installed at KDU Glenmarie 
Campus.

HEALTHY BITES WITH
CHEF JEAN MICHEL

MALAYSIAN PALM OIL 
MODULE FOR HIGHER 
LEARNING INSTITUTIONS
AUGUST 27
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Malaysian Palm Oil in Professional Kitchen is an 
extension of the Malaysian Palm Oil International Chef 
Conference that had taken place in Kuala Lumpur,
Ho	Chi	Minch	City	and	Seoul	from	2016	to	2017.	
What differentiated this from the earlier programme 
was the inclusion of audiences from the catering and 
food manufacturing fields. 

In Philippines, the events were held at: 
•	 University	of	Santo	Tomas,	Manila	-	
 6 February 2018
•	 Elizabeth	Hotel,	Cebu	-	8	February	2018

The event was aimed to formally introduce Malaysian 
palm oil to chefs, caterers, restaurateurs, and food 
manufacturers while educating them on the attributes 
and applications of Malaysian palm oil in professional 
kitchen.

The sponsorship of Malaysian palm oil and other 
products such as Malaysian red palm oil, margarine 
and shortening was the first for the competition. 
The competition made it compulsory for the 300 
participants to use only palm oil and palm-based fats 
in their recipes.

While the competition was on-going, two cooking 
demonstrations and presentations on Malaysian palm 
oil were carried out by Chef Lee Whoo Hoon, a 
Korean chef who works for a 2-Star Michelin restaurant 
and Chef Stella of A Chef Academy. 

The conferences were supported by Philippine Airlines, 
When-in-Manila website, University of Santo Tomas, 
Guztos Food Service, UST Office of Alumni Relations, 
and Hotel, Resort and Restaurant Association of Cebu.

In South Korea, the events were held at:
•	 A	Chef	Academy,	Seoul	-	4	&	5	April	2018
•	 A	Chef	Academy,	Seoul	-	25	June	2018
•	 A	Chef	Academy,	Incheon	-	26	June	2018

In South Korea, participants were given a hands-on 
training on the applications of palm oil and its products 
in professional kitchen. 

MPOC sponsored Malaysian palm oil and all related 
palm products for use as the only cooking oil and fats 
available for the popular DIPO Induction Cooking 
Competition 2018.  As such, the participants must be 
familiar with the attributes of palm oil and are able 
to incorporate them in their recipes creatively, to their 
advantage.

DIPO INDUCTION 
COMPETITION 2018
SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA
20 JULY 2018

MALAYSIAN PALM OIL IN 
PROFESSIONAL KITCHEN 2018
MANILA & CEBU, PHILIPPINES
SEOUL & INCHEON, SOUTH KOREA
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MPOC participated in the exhibition, and sponsored 
Master Chef Jochen Kern, a German chef who is 
the Director of Berjaya University of Hospitality, to 
address  1,000 chefs who attended the congress from 
all over the world. 

Two 30-minute speaking slots were allocated for  
Master Chef Jochen Kern to speak on palm oil:

•	 11	July	2018:		Congress	
 The main areas covered were on culinary   
 advantages, health attributes and the sustainability  
 of Malaysian palm oil. 

•	 12	July:	Bill	Gallagher	Young	Chefs	Forum
 There were 180 young chefs, 25 years and   
 below, from various countries including the   
 European and Asia Pacific region, and Australia.  
 These student chefs are important for the growth  
 and acceptance of Malaysian palm oil, as they  
 will develop a strong preference for palm oil in  
 their future cooking careers. 

A visit to Carey Island was organised for 30 members 
of Malaysian Culture Group to undertand more about 
palm oil and its processing.

Malaysian Culture Group consists of spouses of 
expatriates working in Malaysia. Members are multi-
national from France, UK, Australia, Sweden, USA, 
Hungary, Spain, Germany, Finland, South Africa, 
Austria, Indonesia and also Malaysia.

The group was briefed by East Estate Manager, and 
shown the harvesting and fruit collection process.  
They were also briefed on the good agricultural 
practices of the Malaysian palm oil industry and the 
biological pest control carried out at the plantation.  
They were also briefed at the mill on the processing of 
the FFB to obtain crude palm oil. Later, they visited the 
Sime Darby Plantation Museum to learn more about 
the history of the plantation company.

One of the group members, who is based in Sweden, 
said that he has been keen to learn more about 
palm oil ever since he came to Malaysia and was 
pleased to be able to vist an oil palm plantation. 
At the end of the visit, the group members have a 
clear understanding that palm oil has high content of 
vitamin E antioxidants, is cholesterol free and does 
not contain trans-fat.    

WORLD CHEFS CONGRESS & 
EXPO 2018
11-14 JULY 2018

PALM OIL EDUCATION FOR 
MALAYSIAN CULTURE GROUP 
CAREY ISLAND, BANTING, 
SELANGOR      
5 DECEMBER 2018
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MALAYSIAN PALM OIL 
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
FUND

This project in collaboration with University Technology 
MARA (UiTM), was led by Dr. Mohd Salleh Daim 
from the Faculty of Architecture, Planning and 
Surveying and  Prof. Madya Dr. Mohd Rasdi Zaini, 
an entomologist. This project aimed to help oil palm 
smallholders in Pahang avoid human-elephant 
conflicts, arising from elephants originating from the 
National Park located next to their plantations. 

Located at an oil palm smallholder’s site in Kampung 
Gol, Jerantut, Pahang, the project involved the rearing 
of bee colonies that will be hung on wire fencing to 
deter elephants from entering their farms and damage 
their crops. Phase 1 of the project is completed and is 
now in the second and final phase. 

MPOC celebrated World Elephant Day, which 
was organised by the Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks (PERHILITAN) Peninsular Malaysia on 2 
September 2018 at the National Elephant Conservation 
Centre (NECC) in Kuala Gandah, Lanchang, Pahang. 
With the theme “Oh My Gajah”, the celebration helped 
to create awareness among people, both local and 
international, on the importance of the conservation of 
the elephant species especially the endangered Asian 
Elephant (Elephas maximus).

MPOC organised an exhibition that highlighted the 
conservation efforts undertaken by the Malaysian palm 
oil industry. Consumer surveys were also conducted to 
support the ongoing survey on ‘Palm Oil Consumption 
Among Malaysians’ project. MPOC contributed 
RM5,000 to sponsor fruits for  ‘feed the elephants 
programme’ at the centre. The event was attended by 
more than 2,000 visitors.

SCIENTIFIC PROJECTS: 
BEE- FENCING TO 
MITIGATE HUMAN - 
ELEPHANT CONFLICT 

WORLD ELEPHANT DAY, 
KUALA GANDAH, PAHANG 
SEPT 2
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1,000 copies of the SPEG (Sistem Pagar Elektrik 
Gajah / Elephant Electric Fence System) Manual were 
printed, and will be distributed during its official 
launch in 2019. 

The manual was produced based on the Malaysian 
palm oil industry stakeholder feedbacks on the 
different specifications of electric fencing for Human 
- Elephant Conflict (HEC) mitigation. These inputs 
formed the basis in the development of the SPEG 
manual in constructing and maintaining affordable yet 
efficient electric fences to mitigate HEC.  

This endeavour was to support Sabah Wildlife 
Department’s Wildlife Rescue Unit (WRU). The WRU 
was first formed in 2010 to assist SWD in its wildlife 
conservation by implementing a capture, rescue 
and translocation of endangered wildlife found in 
the Sabah landscapes. WRU have carried out more 
than 500 rescue or translocation operations since its 
formation.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
FOR SABAH WILDLIFE 
DEPARTMENT’S WILDLIFE 
RESCUE UNIT (WRU)

PUBLICATION OF ELEPHANT 
ELECTRIC FENCE SYSTEM 
MANUAL
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MEDIA
CAMPAIGN

Say “Yes” to Palm Oil – Youth Engagement On-Ground 
Campaign

In addition to editorials, The Star also organised 
a 6-month campaign targeting youths at 13 local 
universities. Themed “Say Yes to Palm Oil”, this 
campaign is two-pronged – roadshows at the 
universities and an online marketing campaign. 

The main objective was to create awareness on palm 
oil’s economic & health attributes, and repeat purchase 
of palm oil.

The roadshow was co-organised with YouthsToday 
(https://youthstoday.com), was launched at UCSI 
University	in	Kuala	Lumpur	on	July	4.	At	this	event,	
students were approached by their colleagues, who 
are  YouthsToday members, to participate in the 
“Say Yes to Palm Oil” campaign and learn about 
the attributes of palm oil. The students were also 
encouraged to post their photos with “Say Yes to 
Palm Oil” banners on their Facebook and Instagram 
accounts using the hashtag “#sayyestopalmoil”.

By end of the campiagn in October, the roadshow 
had approached 9,111 students at 13 university 
campuses. During the same period, the campaign 
had	garnered	an	online	reach	of	60,217	netizens	
and	4,567	shares.

Media campaigns with major 
local newspapers continued 
to be the main thrust for 
responding to various 
sustainability, health and trade 
issues as well as highlight 
latest developments in the 
industry and oils & fats market 
scenarios. More than 30 
articles were published.
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BERITA SAWIT
12 articles were produced for the monthly Berita 
Sawit pull-out, published in collaboration with Berita 
Harian and MPOB. The articles proactively engaged 
the readers on the attributes of palm oil, current 
issues facing the industry as well as MPOC news and 
activities. 

•	Jan 2018  - Industri Makanan, Pengguna Peka Komitmen  
   Malaysia Terhadap Minyak Sawit Mampan  
•	Feb	2018		 -  100 Fakta Menarik Mengenai Minyak Sawit  
   Malaysia
•	Mac	2018		 -  Kehidupan 650,000 Pekebun Kecil Terancam 
•	Apr	2018		 -	 Pakar Perubatan Saran Tumpu Pemakanan  
   Seimbang
•	May	2018		-  Minyak Sawit Malaysia: Fakta Dan Auta
•	Jun	2018	 -  Masa Depan Bio Bahan Bakar Sawit
•	Jul	2018			 -  Minyak Sawit Makanan Superfood
•	Aug	2018		 -		 Potensi Minyak Sawit di Korea
•	Sept	2018		-  Halangan Terbaru Terhadap Eksport Minyak  
   Sawit ke Kesatuan Eropah
•	Oct	2018		 -  MPOC Terus Perjuangkan Kemampanan 
   Minyak Sawit
•	Nov	2018		 -  Minyak sawit Malaysia Untuk Dapur   
   Professional
•	Dec	2018		 -  Hipokrasi EU Terhadap Isu Tanah Gambut
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PUBLICATIONS

Four issues were published 
and interactive versions were 
uploaded on the MPOC 
website

GLOBAL OILS & FATS 
BUSINESS MAGAZINE
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JOURNAL OF OIL PALM, 
ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH 
(JOPEH)
As of December 2018, four papers have been 
published:
i. ‘Building A Sustainable Future Together: Malaysian  
 Palm Oil and European Consumption’ by Frank  
 Vogelgesang et al, published on 9 January 2018
ii. ‘Wilmar’s R & D efforts in Improving Quality and  
 Reputation of Palm Oil Through Research’ by Joerg  
	 J.	Jacoby	et	al,	published	on	17	May	2018
iii.‘Effects of Individual Tocotrienol Isomers on Bone  
 Cells in a 3D Cell Culture System’ by  Prof. Dr. Ima  
 Nirwana Soelaiman et al, published on 8 June  
 2018
iv. ‘Use of Bray-2 Test to Evaluate Available   
 Phosphorus in Soils Treated with Phosphate Rocks  
 for Oil Palm: A Review’ by Patrick Ng et al,   
 published on 9 November 2018



ANNUAL REPORT 2018120

PUBLICATIONS

WINNING PUBLICATIONS
MAY 26 – 27
2	recipe	books	published	in	2017,	won	the	Gourmand	
World Cookbook Awards held in Yantai, China 
from	26-27	May	2018.		Both	books	contain	recipes	
using Malaysia palm oil as well as its attributes and 
applications.

100 FACTS ON 
MALAYSIAN PALM OIL
The 100 infographic snippets on Malaysian palm oil 
that	were	produced	in	conjunction	with	2017	centennial	
celebration have been compiled and produced in a 
book form.   

Topics
i.     History          
ii.    Malaysian Palm Oil          
iii.   The Oil Palm            
iv.   Health
v.    Nutrition      
vi.   Food Applications           
vii.  Oleochemicals          
viii. People Profit Planet. 

The book had been distributed at major industry events 
and requested by various organisations for distribution 
and as an internal reference.
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MALAYSIAN PALM OIL IN 
PROFESSIONAL KITCHEN
The booklet, the fourth in the Q&A series, targeted 
chefs and professionals in the catering business. It 
was developed based on Teah Yau Kun’s presentation 
during the Malaysian Palm Oil International Chef 
Conference	2017	in	Vietnam	was	well	received	by	the	
audience.

The content is on oils and fats, merits of Malaysian 
palm oil, deep fat frying, margarine, shortening, 
specialty fats and health benefits of palm oil.
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POSTERS

Palm oil infographics were combined into a collage 
and used as posters at various local and international 
exhibitions. The infographics were developed for a wall 
at the lobby of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities building, as a showcase area.

The infographics were also translated into Bahasa Malaysia 
and used on display cubes for outdoor events.  

MPOC’s signature poster ‘The Annual Average Prices of 
CPO in Peninsular Malaysia’ was updated. All the posters 
added interest to MPOC’s booth at major exhibitions held 
in Malaysia.
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DIGITAL &
SOCIAL MEDIA

WEBSITES
MPOC recognised the immense power of social media 
platforms and websites to enthuse targeted audience 
and especially consumers on the health and economical 
benefits of palm oil. There were numerous websites 
set up at MPOC headquarters and regional offices, 
as well as utilising Facebook, Twitter and WeChat to 
rally people to the palm oil cause, and inspire mass 
movements to support, buy and use Malaysian palm oil.
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WEBSITE PALM OIL MARKET 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT (POMDR)
www.pomdr.org.my

Palm Oil Market Development Report or POMDR is 
a one-stop information centre on Malaysian palm oil 
featuring market updates, market analysis and potential 
new market intel contributed by MPOC’s market analysts 
and regional managers. The website was specially 
designed for Malaysian palm oil producers.  Currently 
252 reports have been uploaded to POMDR with a total 
of	1450	registered	users.

GLOBAL CONSUMER ONLINE 
CONTEST 
www.mpo100years.org.my

The online consumer contest was reprised in 2018 
due to its popularity. Two countries, South Korea and 
The Philippines, were chosen as the target countries 
to educate their  consumers on the attributes of 
Malaysian Palm Oil. The previous contest platform, 
www.mpo100years.org, had been upgraded to 
continue running the contest.

The contest website was revamped and improved 
with new information and graphics.  A new set of 
questions had also been introduced. The information 
was then translated into Korean and Tagalog to 
make the contest friendlier to the target audiences. 
Attractive electronic gadgets were offered as prizes.
 
The contest was opened for participation from 
South Koreans for 3 months, May 1 – July 31, and 
from the Philippines, Aug 1 – Oct 31. The contest 
was promoted through Facebook and Google 
advertisements.

The overwhelming response for the online contest 
showed that online promotion is one of the most 
effective mediums to market Malaysian palm oil. It is 
cost-effective, far reaching and current. 
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DIGITAL &
SOCIAL MEDIA

PALM OIL TODAY 
www.palmoiltoday.net 

In 2018, 20 articles were uploaded as follows: 
To-date the following have been recorded: 
•	 Total	Unique	Visitors:						253,475
•	 Total	Visitors:																	1,246,842	
•	 Pages																											2,679,603	
•	 Total	Hits:																						70,073,983

The top 5 visitors’ countries to the website were  
Denmark, Vietnam, US, Romania and Malaysia.

PALM OIL HEALTH & NUTRITION 
www.palmoilhealth.org 

Information, news and research updates were provided 
on the health and nutritional aspects of Malaysian palm 
fruit oil and palm fruit oil bioactives. Scientists, health 
experts and well-known chefs contributed material, 
advice and recipes. 

PALM OIL TV NEWSLETTER 
12 Palm Oil TV newsletters have been email-
blasted to approximately 1,300 recipients. It had 
effectively directed traffic to Palm Oil TV website, 
mostly for health articles and recipes.
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PALM OIL TV
palmoiltv.org

POTV	recorded	196,143	unique	visitors,	627,173	
visits,	2,548,736	pages	viewed,	and	more	than	63	
million hits, up to the end of the fourth quarter of 2018. 
The categories on the website were:
1.  Videos           
2.  Recipes                 
3.   Articles             
4.			Palm	Facts								
5.   Publications
6.   Events
7.			Posters																		
8.   Images
9.   FAQs

EDUPALM 
www.edupalm.org.my 

The EDUPALM website was developed to support 
the school education programme as part of MPOC’s 
efforts in educating students on palm oil.  From January 
to December 2018, the website recorded a total of 
38,574,370	hits	from	114,055	unique	visitors.	As	at	
31 December, EDUPALM Facebook recorded a total of 
24,628	likes	since	it	started.

SOCIAL MEDIA 
The Palm Oil TV was supported by various 
social media:
•	 Facebook	- 69,586 likes to date

•	 YouTube	-	current	number	of	total	videos:	405
	 241,638	views	for	2018
 1,103 subscribers
	 41	videos	uploaded	for	2018
 Top visitor countries for 2018:  Russia,  
 Ukraine, Malaysia, India, and US 

•	 Twitter	-	1,993 tweets to-date
 1,330 followers to date 
 Tweets were from postings on FB, which  
 mainly comprised videos and recipes.   
 Retweets by followers increased because of  
 interesting content. 

•	 Instagram	-	766	posts	to-date
	 1,007	followers	
 Pictures were mostly from the World Palm  
 Portraits competition as well as the infographic  
 snippets on palm oil.

•	 Pinterest	-	841	pins	
	 463	monthly	viewers	
	 47	boards	
 Audience: US, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
 and Saudi
 Content: articles, recipes, palm oil snippets,  
 videos, posters, and images of lifestyle board  
 gained the most attention.
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PROMOTIONAL 
VIDEOS
41	videos	were	produced	to	highlight	the	attributes	of	palm	oil	and	promote	MPOC	activities.	

PALM
DECONSTRUCTED
12 interview videos were produced featuring 
speakers of MPOC conferences, who highlighted 
the many benefits and goodness of palm oil.

POTS KL 2018 
PRESENTATION VIDEOS
16 videos were produced from the speakers’ 
presentations during POTS KL 
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HEALTHY BITES
2 videos were produced in the series, 
demonstrating step-by-step cooking, and 
featuring palm oil-based recipes - Duck Confit 
and Mango Salad by Chef Kasdi Dahari.

INFOMERCIAL VIDEOS        
•	 Palm	Oil	Applications	in	Food
•	 Chefs’	Quotes	from	the	Malaysian	Palm		
 Oil: The Essential Ingredient in Delicious  
 Food recipe book 

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS & 
PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS
•	 Crop	Apartheid
•	 Malaysian	Palm	Oil	in	Professional	Kitchen:	
 South Korea
•	 Recipe	Book	Promo	Videos
•	 Malaysian	Palm	Oil	Online	Contest			
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANUARY
01

REACH & REMIND, 
Kuala Lumpur 
9th January

THE GREAT FOOD HUNT, 
Ahmedabad & Indore, India 
2nd & 10th January

FUELS OF THE FUTURE 
15TH INTERNATIONAL 
RENEWABLE MOBILITY 
CONGRESS BERLIN,
Germany
22nd – 23rd January

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
TECHNOLOGIES (ICFAT 2018),
Jeju, South Korea
18th – 20th January

WORKSHOP: PALM OIL 
NUTRITIONAL ASPECTS AND 
APPLICATIONS, 
Mumbai, India
22nd January

PAKISTAN EDIBLE OIL 
CONFERENCE (PEOC), 
Karachi, Pakistan
19th January
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CENTENNIAL RUN,
Kuching, Sarawak
28th January

MARKET VISIT TO SAUDI 
ARABIA AND JORDAN, 
28th January – 1st February

ASSOCIATION OF OIL AND 
FAT PRODUCERS OF RUSSIA 
MEETINGS, 
Moscow, Russia
January – September

UKROLIYAPROM (INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINE) 
MEETINGS 
Moscow, Russia
January – September

SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT – 
FACEBOOK, 
Durban, South Africa
January – December

SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT 
& THE WORLD OF PALM OIL 
ONLINE COMPETITION,
Istanbul, Turkey
January – December

PARTICIPATION IN INDUSTRY 
RELATED MEETINGS, 
MPOC Brussels
January – December

MEETING OF MALAYSIAN 
AGENCIES, 
Brussels, Belgium
January – December

MEDIA PANEL OF MPOC
Moscow, Russia
January - Novemberr

MEDIA ACTIVITIES
Moscow, Russia
January - November

‘POINTERS ON PRICE 
TRENDS’ WEBINAR, 
29th January 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION OF 
NPO LABEL, 
France and Belgium
January – June
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SOCIAL MEDIA 
ENGAGEMENT, 
MUMBAI, INDIA
January – December

SCIENTIFIC PROJECT: 
BEE-FENCING TO MITIGATE 
HUMAN-ELEPHANT 
CONFLICT,
Jerantut, Pahang
January - December

SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN AND 
CONSUMER ENGAGEMENTS, 
Brussels, Belgium
January – December

EU STUDY ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT IMPACT OF 
PALM OIL CONSUMPTION 
AND ON EXISTING PALM OIL 
SUSTAINABILITY STANDARDS, 
Brussels, Belgium
January – December

PRINT MEDIA, SOCIAL MEDIA 
ENGAGEMENT AND WEBSITE 
DEVELOPMENT, 
Cairo, Egypt
January – December

SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
Lahore, Pakistan
January – December

SURVEY ON PALM OIL 
CONSUMPTION, 
Kelana Jaya, Selangor
January – December

MEETING IN THE 
MALAYSIAN EMBASSY, 
Paris, France
January – December
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INTERACTION WITH THE DIARY 
INDUSTRY, 
Moscow, Russia
1st February

‘POINTERS ON PRICE TRENDS’ 
WEBINAR
4th	February

MALAYSIAN PALM 
OIL IN PROFESSIONAL 
KITCHEN 2018: 
PHILIPPINES,
Manila and Cebu, 
Philippines
6th & 8th February

62ND ANNUAL NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF INDIAN 
PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION,
Lucknow, India
9th- 11th February

SOCIAL MEDIA 
ENGAGEMENT - 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
COMPETITION,
Durban, South Africa
14th	February

SEMINAR PERMUAFAKATAN 
PRODUKTIVITI & KUALITI 
(JPPK) FELDA 2018,
Bangi, Selangor 
19th – 22nd February

CONSUMER OUTREACH 
PROGRAM – COOKING FOR 
PLEASURE WITH 
CHEF EDEM, 
Accra, Ghana
25th February

GULFOOD 2019, 
DUBAI, UAE
18th – 22nd February

MISSION OF MPIC 
MINISTER TO EUROPE, 
9th – 16th February

UNITED NATION’S WORLD 
URBAN FORUM (WUF 9), 
Kuala Lumpur
7th	–	13th	February

FEBRUARY
02
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

LEBANON HORECA 2018,
Beirut, Lebanon
20th – 23rd March

FOOD INGREDIENTS 
CHINA, 
Shanghai, China
22nd	–	24th	March

PASSPORT DC EVENT, 
WASHINGTON,
District of Columbia
2nd March

38TH NATURAL PRODUCTS 
EXPO WEST 2018,
Anaheim, California
7th	–	11th	March

IN-HOUSE PALM OIL BRIEFINGS 
FOR SNACK FOOD & CHEESE 
INDUSTRY, 
Cairo, Egypt
14th	March

MARKET VISIT TO 
UZBEKISTAN, 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan
18th – 25th March

PALM & LAURIC OILS PRICE 
OUTLOOK CONFERENCE & 
EXHIBITION (POC 2018),
Kuala Lumpur
5th	–	7th	March

SWEDEN-MALAYSIA 
SUSTAINABLE PLANTATION 
INDUSTRY DAY,
Shang-ri La Hotel,
Kuala Lumpur
10th March

RESEARCH ON IDENTIFYING 
PALM OIL POTENTIAL IN 
DOWNSTREAM SECTOR, 
Lahore, Pakistan
20th March – 11th June

MALAYSIAN PALM OIL 
EDUCATIONAL MODULE, 
Kolkata, India
23rd March

MARCH
03
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
ENGAGEMENT – 
TREASURE HUNT VIA 
FACEBOOK FOR EASTER 
2018,  
Accra, Ghana
26th March

HEALTHY BITES WITH CHEF 
JEAN MICHEL, SAYFOL 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, 
Kuala Lumpur
26th & 27th March

UCSI DIALOGUE ON UN SDGS, 
UCSI, Kuala Lumpur
27th March
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SOCIAL MEDIA
ENGAGEMENT,
Dhaka, Bangladesh
1st April – 31st December

FUN DAY WITH PALM, 
Accra, Ghana
2nd April

2018 EDIBLE OIL 
NUTRITION AND HEALTH 
SEMINAR - AWARENESS
ON FATTY ACIDS AND 
PALM OIL,
Shanghai, China
21st April

PRINT MEDIA CAMPAIGN, 
DHAKA, BANGLADESH
April – August

SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT,
Pakistan
April – December

MARKET FORUM 2018: 
ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTIES AND 
ITS IMPACT ON MALAYSIAN 
PALM OIL EXPORTS,
Kelana Jaya, Selangor
16th April

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATION – ASIA PACIFIC 
CONFERENCE,
Aloft Hotel, Kuala Lumpur
24th	April	

PLATTS BIOFUELS CONFERENCE,
Geneva, Switzerland
26th April

TECHNICAL WORKSHOP ON 
PALM OIL APPLICATIONS IN 
BAKERY & SNACK FOOD,
Alexandria, Egypt
16th April

APRIL
04
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KARNIVAL 
JELAJAH MSPO,
Teluk Intan, Perak
1st May

GLOBAL CONSUMER ONLINE 
CONTEST,
South Korea
1st May – 31st July

MPOC EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 
PROGRAMME ON PALM OIL 
FOR TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTION – NUTRI-PALM AND 
PALM-PROCESS PROGRAMMES 
FOR FOOD SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS
3rd – 4th May

PRINT MEDIA 
CAMPAIGN,
Dhaka, Bangladesh
8th May – 9th June

BAKERY CHINA 
EXHIBITION, 
Shanghai, China
9th – 12th May

HEALTHY BITES WITH CHEF 
JEAN MICHEL, SAYFOL 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
Kuala Lumpur
3rd & 7th May

THE 12TH PALM OIL SEMINAR 
SERIES (POSS), 
Seattle, Washington
11th May

109TH AMERICAN OIL 
CHEMIST’S SOCIETY (AOCS) 
ANNUAL MEETING AND EXPO,
Minneapolis, Minnesota
6th – 9th May

MAY
05
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MOTHER’S DAY – WESTERN 
HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING, 
Accra, Ghana
13th May

DIALOGUE WITH EU MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT AND DELEGATIONS 
FOR RELATIONS WITH THE 
COUNTRIES FOR SOUTH EAST 
ASIA AND ASIAN (DASE), 
Putrajaya
11th May

MARKET FORUM 2018: 
EMERGING MARKET SERIES – 
TRENDS & ANALYSIS,
Kelana Jaya, Selangor
15th May

NEW YORK SOCIETY OF 
COSMETIC CHEMISTS’ 
SUPPLIERS DAY 2018, 
New York City, New York
15th – 16th May

CHEMISTRY TEACHERS’S VISIT 
TO MPOB,
Bangi, Selangor
14th May

PALM OIL SEMINAR BY PALM 
OIL PRODUCING COUNTRIES, 
Rome, Italy
15th May

TECHNO-ECONOMIC AND 
MARKETING ON PALM OIL 
(TEMPO) AND ROUNDTABLE 
IN COLLABORATION WITH 
KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA, 
Moscow, Russia
17th May

XI INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OIL FACTORY: 
TECHNOLOGIES AND MARKET, 
Kiev, Ukraine 
30th – 31st May

FOOD SHOW WITH CHEF 
PO – AMBASSADOR OF 
PALM OIL, 
Moscow, Russia
15th May

MAY
05

LARIAN SAWIT, 
Putrajaya
13th May
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TORTILLA INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATION 2018 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 
AND TRADE SHOW,
Palm Desert, California
1st – 2nd June

DAIRY DELI BAKERY 
ASSOCIATION TRADE SHOW,
New Orleans, Louisiana
10th – 12th June

TEMPO KAZAKHSTAN, 
Astana, Kazakhstan
15th June

ROUNDTABLE ON THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION 
OF THE USE OF PALM OIL IN 
VARIOUS SECTOR OF THE FOOD 
INDUSTRY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
KAZAKHSTAN, 
Astana, Kazakhstan
15th June

LOCAL COMMUNITY COOKING 
DEMO,
Accra, Ghana
24th	June

PALM OIL SEMINAR AND 
TECHNICAL VISIT, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
26th – 28th June

MALAYSIAN PALM OIL IN 
PROFESSIONAL KITCHEN: SEOUL 
& INCHEON,
South Korea
25th & 26th June

64TH SUMMER FANCY FOOD 
SHOW, 
New York City, New York
30th June – 2nd July

11TH (2018) ANNUAL MEETING 
OF CHINA OLEOCHEMICAL 
INDUSTRY SEMINAR,
Shandong, China
20th – 22nd June 

JUNE
06
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MALAYSIA – JAPAN PALM 
OIL TRADE DIALOGUE AND 
SEMINAR 2018,
Tokyo, Japan
9th July

UCSI SIAP CONFERENCE 
2018,
UCSI, Kuala Lumpur
10th July

WORLD CHEF CONGRESS & 
EXPO 2018,
Kuala Lumpur
11th	–	14th	July

MEETING WITH SOYUZMOLOKO 
(DAIRY ASSOCIATION OF 
RUSSIA),
Moscow, Russia
19th July

INSTITUTE OF FOOD 
TECHNOLOGISTS FOOD 
EXPO (IFT18),
Chicago, Illinois
15th – 18th July

MALAYSIA – KOREA PALM OIL 
TRADE FAIR AND SEMINAR 
2018 (POTS KOREA 2018),
Seoul, South Korea
11th July

ISP’S 14TH NATSEM, 
Kuala Lumpur
16th	–	17th	July

RUSSIA – MALAYSIA 
BUSINESS COUNCIL MEETING,
MPOC Moscow
17th	July

SERIES OF GUEST LECTURES 
IN AGRIBUSINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT INSTITUTES,
Jaipur, India
18th July

JULY
07
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
FOR HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
RELATED PROFESSIONALS,
Johor Bharu, Johor
22nd July

DIPO COOKING 
COMPETITION 2018, 
SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA
20TH JULY

MALAYSIAN PALM OIL 
CULINARY AND FOODSERVICE 
CONFERENCE 2018,
Davao City, Philippines
26th July

TASTEFULLY FOOD &
BEVERAGE EXPO SERIES, IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
SURVEY ON PALM OIL 
CONSUMPTION AMONG 
MALAYSIANS,
Kuala Lumpur
27th	–	29th	July	

MARKET RESEARCH: BIODIESEL 
PROSPECTS OF UKRAINE,
Moscow, Russia
July – August

MARKET RESEARCH: 
PALM OIL IN NON-FOOD 
APPLICATIONS,
Moscow, Russia
July – August

SAY “YES” TO PALM 
OIL – YOUTH ENGAGEMENT 
ON-GROUND CAMPAIGN 
July – December
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARKET FORUM: EMERGING 
MARKET SERIES – PROSPECT 
& OPPORTUNITIES OF 
MALAYSIAN PALM OIL,
Kelana Jaya, Selangor
1st August

GLOBAL CONSUMER ONLINE 
CONTEST,
Philippines
1st August – 31st October

‘POINTERS ON PRICE TRENDS’ 
WEBINAR
6th – 12th August

9TH MALAYSIAN 
INTERNATIONAL PALM OIL AND 
AGRICULTURE TECHNOLOGY 
EXPO,
Bintulu, Sarawak
8th August

MINISTERIAL MISSION TO 
CHINA,
Beijing & Guangzhou, China
21st – 25th August

MALAYSIAN PALM OIL MODULE 
FOR HIGHER LEARNING 
INSTITUTION,
Shah Alam, Selangor
27th	August

PALM OIL LECTURE, FRYING 
WORKSHOP AND INTERACTION 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE 
EGYPTIAN CHIEF ASSOCIATION 
(ECA),
Hurghada & Giza, Egypt
6th & 29th August

MEDICAL EDUCATION IN 
COLLABORATION WITH 
THE INDIAN MEDICAL COLLEGE,
Neemuch, Mandsaur, 
Ujjain, Indore, India
8th – 12th August

AUGUST
08
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PALM OIL TRADE 
AWARENESS 
PROGRAMME (POTAP),
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
27th	–	29th	August

POTS KL, SHANGRI-LA HOTEL,
KUALA LUMPUR
28th - 29th August
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CHICKEN FEAST – 2018,
Dhaka, Bangladesh
7th	–	8th	September

WORLD ELEPHANT DAY,
Kuala Gandah, Pahang
2nd September

MPOC – MEIZAN
COOKING SHOW,
Gazipur, Bangladesh
12th – 28th September

MEETING WITH CHERKIZOVO,
MPOC Moscow
18th September

WORLD FOOD MOSCOW,
Moscow, Russia
17th	–	20th	September

PALM OIL OUTREACH 
THROUGH OILS & FATS 
SEMINAR SPONSORSHIP,
Alexandria, Egypt
23rd September

NATURAL PRODUCTS
EXPO EAST 2018,
Baltimore, Maryland
12th	–	14th	September

INTERNATIONAL PALM OIL 
SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE 
(IPOSC 2018),
Kota Kinabalu
19th – 20th September

SEPTEMBER
09 
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COOKING AND 
FRYING 
DEMONSTRATION AT 
WORLD FOOD 
ISTANBUL 2018,
Istanbul, Tukey
5th - 8th September

MISSION OF MPI MINISTER
TO EUROPE,
26th September – 5th October

MALAYSIA-EGYPT MULTI 
COMMODITY DINNER AND 
DIALOGUE,
Cairo, Egypt
23rd September
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WTO MEETING,
Geneva, Switzerland
2nd October

MALAYSIAN PALM OIL 
ROUNDTABLE DIALOGUE,
Bern, Switzerland
1st October

EUROPEAN PALM OIL 
CONFERENCE (EPOC),
Madrid, Spain
4th	October

GHANA OILS & FATS INDUSTRY 
TECHNICAL VISITS,
Tema, Ghana  
2nd – 12th October

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
FOR HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
RELATED PROFESSIONALS,
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah
9th October

WORKSHOP ON MALAYSIAN 
PALM OIL IN PROFESSIONAL 
KITCHEN,
Lahore, Pakistan
10th October

ECOBALANCE 2018,
Tokyo, Japan
9th – 12th October

PERTANDINGAN MEMASAK 
EDUPALM PERINGKAT 
KEBANGSAAN (SK): GAYA 
HIDUP SIHAT DENGAN MINYAK 
SAWIT MALAYSIA,  
Putrajaya
11th October

TASTEFULLY FOOD & BEVERAGE 
EXPO SERIES, IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE SURVEY ON PALM 
OIL CONSUMPTION AMONG 
MALAYSIANS,
MITC Melaka, Melaka
12th	–	14th	October

PALM OIL EXPERT MEETING,
Madrid, Spain
3th October

OCTOBER
10
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MINISTERIAL MISSION TO USA,
17th	-	24th	October

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
FOR HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
RELATED PROFESSIONALS, 
Johor Bharu, Johor
19th – 20th October

INTERNATIONAL FATS & OILS 
CONFERENCE,
St. Petersburg, Russia
24th	–	25th	October

TASTEFULLY FOOD & BEVERAGE 
EXPO SERIES, IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE SURVEY ON PALM 
OIL CONSUMPTION AMONG 
MALAYSIANS, 
Spice Arena, Pulau Pinang
26th – 28th October

TECHNO ECONOMIC 
MARKETING OF PALM OIL 
(TEMPO),
Kolkata, India
26th October

SIAL 2018, 
Paris, France
17th	–	21st	October

MALAYSIA - CHINA PALM OIL 
TRADE FAIR & SEMINAR,
Nanjing, China
23rd October

INFA BALANCE EXPO,
HANNOVER, GERMANY
13TH – 21ST OCTOBER

TECHNICAL MARKETING IN 
COLLABORATION WITH OIL 
TECHNOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 
OF INDIA,
AURANGABAD, INDIA
16TH OCTOBER
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

PALM OIL EDUCATION FOR 
MALAYSIAN CULTURE GROUP,
Carey Island, Selangor
5th December

PALM OIL STUDENT 
AMBASSADOR PROGRAM,
Help University, Malaysia
19th December

HEALTHY BITES WITH CHEF 
JEAN MICHEL, 
Eton House, Kuala Lumpur
5th, 9th & 10th December

MARKET FORUM: ASSESSING 
2018, THRIVING 2019,
Kelana Jaya, Selangor
13th November 

TASTEFULLY FOOD & BEVERAGE 
EXPO SERIES, IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE SURVEY ON PALM 
OIL CONSUMPTION AMONG 
MALAYSIANS,
Ipoh, Perak
22nd – 25th December 

CHRISTMAS EVE CULINARY 
SHOW, 
Moscow, Russia
24th	December

SIAL MIDDLE EAST,
Abu Dhabi, UAE
9 – 12  December

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

11

12
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ROUNDTABLE ON PALM OIL 
APPLICATIONS IN DAIRY 
PRODUCTS,
Mansoura City, Egypt
December 

HEALTHY LIVING WITH 
PALM OIL,
Pune, India
20th December 

PALM OIL STUDENT 
AMBASSADOR PROGRAM,
UPM, Serdang, Selangor
22nd December

THE WORLD OF PALM OIL 
ONLINE COMPETITION,
MPOC Istanbul
Jan - December 

PALM OIL INDUSTRY BRIEFING 
SESSION WITH GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES,
Wisma Sawit, Kelana Jaya
13th December
 

11TH INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL 
CONFERENCE, 
Kiev, Ukraine
14th	–	15th	November

DAIRY INDUSTRY CONFERENCE, 
Kiev, Ukraine
15th November
 PALM OIL SEMINAR,

UNIVERSITI PUTRA MALAYSIA,
Selangor
21st November
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ENSURING
SUSTAINABLE
PROFITABILITY 

FOR ALL
STAKEHOLDERS

MATTERS 
A LOT TO US.
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